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DECEPTIVE MESSAGE SENT IN 1895 
' READS TO UNION VICTORY 
SEE PAGE 19 


Vanity Update 

The vanity program is continu- 
ing to be popular. The FCC office in 
Gettysburg reports it received 1273 
vanity call sign applications (585 pa- 
per, 688 electronic) during December. 
The FCC has not announced when 
Gate 3 will open. 


Quello to leave FCC 

FCC Commissioner Jim Quello 
has announced he won’t seek appoint- 
ment to another term. His most recent 
term expired last June, but he remains 
in office until a successor is confirmed. 
The 82-year-old Democrat generally is 
regarded as a champion of broadcast- 
ers. He’s been on the FCC for 23 years. 


Mir frequency swap 

Astronaut John Blaha, KC5TZQ, 
has announced that, as of January 1, 
1997, the 2-meter voice and packet fre- 
quencies for the Mir space station 
would change from 145.800-MHz up- 
link and 145.200-MHz downlink to 
145.800-MHz downlink and 145.200- 
MHz uplink for ground stations. These 
frequencies are for both FM voice and 
packet operations—AMSAT News 
Service 


RCI to remain on the air 

To paraphrase Mark Twain, re- 
ports of the demise of Radio Canada 
International were premature (see The 
ARRL Letter, Vol. 16, No. 1). In mid- 
December, Canadian Heritage Minister 
Sheila Copps reversed CBC president 
Perrin Beatty’s decision to close Radio 
Canada International. Under an agree- 
ment, the Canadian government will 
provide permanent funding to keep the 
foreign broadcasting service on the air. 
Radio Canada broadcasts in seven lan- 
guages. Its 125 employees had already 
been given termination notices when 


SKIP ON TAPE FOR 
VISUALLY 
IMPAIRED 


SKIP is put on tape every 
month for the benefit of the blind or 
visually impaired. These tapes are 


available if requested and postage 
is paid both ways. If you are inter- 
ested in this valuable service, con- 
tact Ms. Desaree Stewart, Library 
for the Blind, 420 Platt Street, 
Daytona Beach, FL 32114. Phone 1- 
800-226-6075. 


the reprieve was worked out.—From 
Canadian press reports 


Ham float wins Rose 


Parade award | 

A parade float carrying a work- 
ing Amateur Radio station won the 
Queen’s Trophy for its interest and 
originality in the 1997 Tournament of 
Roses Parade on New Year’s Day. The 
Edison International float, “150 Years 
of Lighting the Way,” carried members 
of the Edison Amateur Radio Network, 
who operated using the club call sign, 
WB6UCD. The float’s sponsor was 
Edison International, the holding com- 
pany for the Southern California Edison 
Company (see “Up Front in QST,” 
January 1997, page 19)—Amateur Ra- 
dio Newsline 


Youth net 
A 75-meter youth net meets on 
3970 kHz Sundays at 2030 UTC. For 
more information, contact Jack Hamm, 
NIREU, 806 Bay Rd, Stoughton, MA 
02072; e-mail nlreu@ amsat.org.— 
Amateur Radio Newsline 


Adventurer gives up solo 


Antarctic walk 

British adventurer Sir Ranulph 
Fiennes has given up his attempt to 
walk across Antarctica after complet- 
ing about a quarter of the trip. Fiennes 
is suffering from kidney stones. The 
walk was to raise money for cancer re- 
search. Morag Howell, GMOMUV, was 
active as VP8CME from Antarctica as 
part of Fiennes’s expedition, serving 
as the Antarctic base leader —CBC 
News 


Licenses-renewal reminders 
The ARRL has begun mailing li- 
cense-renewal notices to members 
whose ham tickets are about to expire. 
The renewal package will include an 
FCC Form 610 and an FCC addressed 
envelope. Nearly 3100 notices were set 


_ to be mailed this past week to hams 


whose licenses will expire between 
February 17 and May 30, 1997. The last 
renewal notices sent by the FCC cov- 
ered licenses expiring on February 16, 
1997. Now that FCC has stopped send- 
ing renewal notices, the ARRL decided 
to resume this popular member service. 


Nonagenarian Novice 
Derward Day, KC8FPJ, of 
Northville, Michigan, recently obtained 
his Novice ticket at the age of 91, dem- 
onstrating it’s never too late to take up 
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a new hobby. 


DXCC processing status 

The ARRL DXCC Desk reports 
the number of unprocessed applica- 
tions at the end of December 1996 was 
463 (39,893 QSLs). The desk received , 
386 applications (29,401 QSLs) for en- 
dorsements and new awards during the 
month. Applications being sent out at 
the end of December were received less 
than a month earlier. A few applications 
received prior to that time were still in 
the process of being audited.—Bill 
Kennamer, KSFUV 


ARRL MEMBERSHIP UP IN 


1996! 

The ARRL ended 1996 with its 
largestfnembership in history, by a very 
healthy margin. The grand total was 
175,023—up 1,461 from the previous 
month as the result of a membership 
promotion mailed in November. This is 
an increase of 3,574—or approximately 
2.1%—from a year earlier. ARRL Execu- — 
tive Vice President David Sumner, 
K1ZZ, called the statistics “not bad for 
the worst business year for Amateur | 
Radio in recent memory.” For purposes 
of comparison, in 1995 League mem- 
bership showed a decline of about 
0.6%. 


Full Membership is up by even 
more—a bit more than 3.1%—reflect- 
ing the second year of the League’s 
effort to identify Associate Members 
who have earned licenses and there- 
fore are entitled to be Full Members. — 
The figures that follow are based on 
total membership. San 


The Southeastern Division is 
now the largest ARRL division, over- 
taking the Atlantic Division for the first 
time. The Rocky Mountain Division 
posted the largest percentage increase 
for the fifth time in the past six years — 
Dave Sumner, K1ZZ 


HEARD ISLAND IS ON THE 
AIR! . 
“Go and get them, fellas!” With 
those words of encouragement (if any were 
needed) via the Internet, John Devoldere, 
ON4UN, sicced the madding crowd on 
VKOIR on Heard Island. At 0645 UTC on 
January 14, VKOIR hit the bands (four of 
them at first) running. The long-anticipated 
start of HF operations followed the team’s 
on-schedule landing on the island late Sat- 
urday, January 11. In just about two days 
of operating, the VKOIR team managed to 
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work 12,000 stations —most of them in 
Japan, Europe and the Eastern US. Opera- 
tors will give priority to openings into the 
Western US. 

Two high-power operating posi- 
tions apiece are set up in two radio tents. 
A storage tent will house a fifth high-power 
station that will be used mostly on the low 
bands. As of January 15, four stations were 
on the air. VKOIR also was operating via 
Oscar 10. The team was not on 80 meters 
the first night (January 14-15), because of 
interference from the 40-meter station. 
VKOIR was on 80 meters for its second 
day of operation, but high winds have pre- 
vented installing a vertical antenna for use 
on 75-meter SSB, so there’s been no op- 
eration there. 

Here is the general announced sched- 
ule of bands, modes and operating frequen- 
cies (subject to change as conditions dic- 
tate) for VKOIR. VKOIR operators will 
work split, but at some point later in the 
DXpedition, they may invite calls on their 
own frequency. Twenty meters is expected 
to be the “bread-and-butter” band for 
VKOIR. More operating details and fre- 
quencies for subbands (Novice, VHF, etc.) 
and specialized modes are available on the 


Oo 
ICOM 


— 
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Heard Island home page, http:// 
www.ccnet.com/~cordell/HI/. VKOIR also 
has been active on OSCAR-10. 


CW RTTY SSB 
28.024 28.475 
24.894 24.945 
21.024 21.085 212295 
18.074 18.145 
14.024 14.085 14.195 
10.103.5 10.140 

7.007 7.047.5 
7.022 7.030 

3.507 3.199 
& hey dr 

1.826.5 


Given the short duration of the 
DXpedition and the intense pressure to 
work VKOIR from around the world, the 


. team is asking stations to follow its guide- 


lines for working Heard Island. Operators 
typically will announce the split (eg, 
“QSX 5” or “up 5”) and have been sending 
QRZ or TU as an invitation for stations to 
call. Stations should refrain from tail-end- 
ing and from calling while VKOIR is work- 
ing another station. VKOIR typically will 
listen up 5 kHz from its transmitting fre- 
quency, but reports from stations working 
the team suggest that splits might be wider 


than that on some bands and modes. 


A serious problem with the 
PACSAT setup on Heard has meant that 
VKOIR logs cannot be forwarded via that 
route. ON4UN reports that team members 
are trying to come up with a way of send- 
ing the logs via commercial satellite and e- 
mail, but as of January 17, this was not 
operational. 


Provided it can get in touch with the 
team. Radio Austria International will at- 
tempt to interview the Heard Island team 
via satellite telephone. The interview is 
scheduled to be broadcast this weekend. 
RAI broadcasts to North America at 0000- 
0300 UTC on 7.325 MHz; 1100-1400 
UTC on 13.730 MHz and 0500-0700 UTC 
on 6.015 MHz (via a Radio Canada Inter- 
national relay in New Brunswick, Canada). 
Check the RAI home page at http:// 
www.ping.at/rai/. 

The VKOIR team expects to leave 
Heard Island at month’s end. On the return 
sail, the team will stop at Kerguelen Island 
“for about one day,” according to John 
Devoldere, ON4UN. He said the chances 
of any Kerguelen operation are “mini- 
mal.”—digested from the Heard Island re- 
flector 


ie OOF 


__ onsale nee isto 


bok et asearchectan 


ace * i" 
5 a 
{ = 


ate ov ene Low am oer niin: © 


ne li 


opines ech 


MIKE'S ELECTRONICS 
1001 NW 52 STREET 


FT LAUDERDALE, FL 33309 
ORDER LINE 1-800-427-3066 
BROW ARD(954)491-7110 


FAX(954)491-7011 


SERVING THE PUBLIC WITH QUALITY AMATEUR PRODUCTS SINCE 1980 


| From the Editor | 


Several years ago, the cellular 
phone industry became a powerful 
force in the telecommunications indus- 
try. As with most new technologies, 
the costs of production and subscrip- 
tion were prohibitive until the product 
was accepted and utilized by a signifi- 
cant number of users. 

Part of the sales pitch of the cel+ 
lular industry was the “implied” privacy 
of cellphone calls. To most of us en- 
lightened amateur radio operators and 
scanner buffs, we looked on with some 
amusement as the cellular industry 
cleverly mislead the public about the 
product. I vividly recall the day I in- 
formed a friend of mine, a rather promi- 
nent lawyer in my area, that he better 
be careful with his new cellular phone 
because his conversations were not 
private. He argued vehemently with me 
until I convinced him to come over to 
my house some Saturday and I would 
present my case, in my courtroom (my 
hamshack). He was there the following 
Saturday and I couldn’t have imagined 
the miracle that was about to unfold. 


I dialed around on my R7000 
(25MHz-2GHz scanning receiver), and 
hit on two men engaged in a cellular 
phone call. And a miracle it was - two 
lawyers having a heated discussion on 
the lucrative field of defending DWI 
cases. One bragged that he could pick 
up a couple thousand dollars a month 
for little or-no work. I thought my law- 
yer friend would suffer a fatal coronary 
when he heard the conversation. Like I 
said, I couldn’t have asked for a better 
miracle to demonstrate the “privacy” 
of cellular phone calls. 

Knowing the shortcomings of 
cellular phones, the industry success- 
fully lobbied the government for a re- 
vision to the ECPA (Electronic Com- 
munication Privacy Act) to make it a 
federal offense to listen in on cellular 
phone calls. Of course, most of us 
laughed wondering how big brother 
was going to enforce it. We all knew it 
was next to impossible. Knowing the 
futility of the new regulation, the gov- 
ernment required equipment manufac- 
turers to “lock out” specific portions 


of the spectrum and restricted import. , 


of equipment that didn’t meet the new 


US standards. At least for a time, the 
cellular industry was satisfied and the 
government was satisfied to add still 
another ridiculous regulation to the 
federal register. 


A few years later and a few pros- 
ecutions later, the gravity of listening 
in, recording or exposing the specifics 
of phone calls has been amply publi- 
cized - many bordering on frivolous or 
ridiculous. A few have been flagrant 
and vindictive and brought justifiable 
penalties. . 

But now the shoe is on the other 
foot. A so-called scanner enthusiast, 
who just happens to be an activist in 
the Democrat party, intercepts and 


records a cellular phone call made by — 


Newt Gingrich, a Republican, under 
merciless assault by Democrats. Mys- 
teriously, the tape of the phone call 
intercepted by this man, portrayed as 
just a regular guy and scanner enthu- 
siast, falls into the hands of a powerful 
Democrat congressman on the ethics 
committee investigating Gingrich. 
Even more mysteriously, the transcript 
of the phone call falls into the hands 
of the NY Times who gleefully pub- 
lishes the transcript. 


Whether or not one is a sup- 
porter of Gingrich is immaterial. The 
greater question is - will all those in- 
volved in listening in, recording and 
providing the specifics of this cellular 
phone call be prosecuted? In their ea- 
gerness to protect free-floating tele- 
phone conversations from the prying 
ears of the hobbyist (most who could 
care less about mundane cellular con- 
versations), one wonders if the gov- 
ernment regulators gave careful con- 
sideration to the possibility that some 
of their own elitist inner circle might be 
guilty of grievous violations of the 
ECPA regulation. 

Over the next few months, it will 
be interesting to see if our Judicial sys- 
tem is as aggressive in prosecuting 


‘ prominent government officials and 


influential national publications for 
gross and egregious violations (for bla- 
tantly political purposes) of ECPA as 
it is to protect the cellular industry from 
intrusion by casual monitoring enthu- 


siasts. 


Gerry Wentz, KC4EHT Editor 


Contributing Editors 


Bill Britton, KB4VOL Data 
+ 8703 S.E. Jardin St 
Hobe Sound, FL 33455 


Frank Obenauf, W2IAJ OCWA 
1582 Pennwood Cir. N. 
Clearwater, FL 34616-1713 


Don Browne, KQ4YM_ Knights 
~ 4805 E. Sunflower Cir. 
Labelle, FL 33935-5520 


Lorraine S. Matthew, AAA9PR Army 
MARS 
P.O. Box 3325 
Kingman, AZ 86402-3325 


Carl Houston, Jr.,AFF2P, AF Mars 
4911 Helene Road 
Memphis, TN 38117-6735 


Steve lezzi, KT4FY Computers 
3530 Serenity Dr. 
Melbourne, FL 32935 


Gerry Wentz Publisher 


The entire contents of SKIP Magazine 
are copyrighted by Florida Skip, Inc. Items 
and stories in this magazine may be quoted 
in other publications with appropriate credit 
lines and dates. 


The Publisher of this magazine does not 
assume the responsibility of statements 
made by advertisers. All signed and attrib- 
uted articles published in the magazine rep- 
resent the opinions of the writer and/or 
the source and not those of SKIP. 


Images copyright, New Vision Technolo- — 
gies Inc. 


DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS. The 
10th of the month previous to date of pub- 
lication at: 

672 Indian River Drive 
Melbourne FL 32935 


The SKIP is published monthly. One-year 
subscription is $12, Printed in U.S.A. 


POSTMASTER: Please send address 


changes to FLORIDA SKIP, 672 Indian 
River Drive, Melbourne, FL 32935 


February 1997 @ SKIP 


Pelican Chapter #128 - 
by Don Bice, W4PCO 


The regular monthly meeting of 
Pelican Chapter, QCWA was held at 
Stacey’s Buffet, St. Petersburg on 
Wednesday December 18th. There 
were 24 in attendance. Each table was 
decorated in a Christmas motif through 
the generosity and talent of Jeri Bell 
(K4AVH’s YL). A gift from Father 
Chuck, W3EHG, colorful 1997 wall cal- 
endars were distributed to all those at- 
tending. 

Following the routine opening 
activities and reports, presided over by 
VP Buddy Morgan, WB4OMG, mem- 
ber introductions were conducted and 
included was QCWA Director John 
Edel, K8LBZ and his YL, Janet. 


Many members of the Pelican 
Chapter are deserving of the Phil Stern 
Award, however, one name that was 
presented to the committee received 
unanimous agreement as the person 
most deserving of the award - K4KE, 
Dave Stockey. 


Dave is a charter member of the 
Pelican Chapter and a long time mem- 
ber of Gator Chapter and several other 
chapters of QCWA. He was first li- 
censed in 1935 as W4EVM and has 


held the call KZ5LM. He was active in ° 


preparations for booth National con- 
ventions held in St. Petersburg. Dave 
was one of the founders of the Florida 
Sheriff's Boys Ranch Radio Club, has 
been Net Control for the Florida Power 
Corporation amateur radio net and ac- 
tive with the Florida Motor Coach Net. 

Bert Bell, K4AVH made the pre- 
sentation of the Phil Stern Award. Dave 
responded with a few words of appre- 
ciation. 

The Sunshine Committee re- 
ported that K9MOR has been trans- 
ferred to the recovery facility across 
from Morton Plant Hospital where he 
is undergoing regular therapy for his 
broken hip. Also, communications from 
WIRMR and W4BK were relayed to 
the group. 

The Officers and Directors for 
1997 were sworn in by K4KE and in- 
stalled. Retiring-President Pickering 
gave a few comments of appreciation 
to the Chapter as he passed the Char- 
ter on to incoming President Buddy 
Morgan, WB40OMG. 
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Frank Obenauf, W2IAJ 


Gator Chapter #32 - by 
Bart Bridge, W2ZYQ 


The December meeting was at- 
tended by 30 members and guests. The 
program was presented by Shirley 
Harther from the Florida International 
Museum, on the Alexander the Great 


Exhibition currently on display. 


Don Bice W4PCO reported that 
69 members and guests enjoyed the 
Pelican Chapter Picnic on November 
20. Bill Bell K4A VH reported that mem- 
bers of Sun City, Pelican and Gator 
Chapters manned the QCWA booth at 
the Tampa Hamfest. A number of pro- 
spective members were interviewed 
and applications were handed out. Don 
Bice W4PCO was appointed chairman 
of the 1997 Hal Bates Award Commit- 
tee. He in turn appointed George Barnes 
W8RH, George Seibert K4KVD and 
Frank Obenauf W2IAJ. Anyone with a 
nominee should contact the commit- 
tee. 


National Director John Edel 
K9LBZ reported that John Swafford 
W4HU has resigned as National Sec- 
retary. A replacement will be named by 
the Board of Directors. John also re- 
ported that the National Convention 
in Ottawa named Wes Randles 
W4COW to the ROLL OF HONOR for 
his years of service as QCWA National 
Treasurer. Blanche Randles W4GXZ 
was named MEMBER OF THE YEAR 
for her years of service supplying au- 
dio cassette tapes of the Journal to the 
blind and physically handicapped. 


_ John also reminded us that 1997 will be 


the 50th anniversary of QCWA found- 
ing. The convention next October in 
Kansas City will commemorate this 
event. John mentioned that the Winter 
Issue of the Journal will have an inter- 
esting article on the founding of QCWA 
and the 54 Charter members, five of 
whom are still alive. 

Wes Randles, National Histo- 
rian, reported on the progress in accu- 
mulating QCWA memorabilia. If you 
think you have anything of interest, 
contact Wes. 

The Gator Chapter Net meets on 
the K9BSL repeater Saturday mornings 
at 0900 local. The frequency is 145.290 
down 600 kHz. All are welcome. Infor- 


mal QCWA schedules are held Mon- 
day, Wednesday and Friday on the re- 
peater at 1600. 

The Chapter meeting is held the 
first Saturday of every month at 
Stacey’s Buffet, 1451 Missouri Avenue 
in the Midway Shopping Plaza, 
Clearwater. Lunch starts at 11:00 with 
the meeting at noon. See you there? 


Hernando Chapter #148 - 
by Eunice Gordon, 


W1UKR 

The Welcome Back Snowbird 
picnic was held on November 6th with 
32 in attendance. The weather was 
great and we all had a chance to hear 
what others had done over the sum- 
mer. 

The regular November meeting 
was held on the 20th with 30 members 
and guests present. Door prizes were 
won by Dale Cain, Joanne Hermiston 
and Charlie Cain. Our new members 
who were present were introduced - 
Len WBOCRK, Bruce VE3BUY, Joe 
NIJMS and Andy W4OVF. Chad 
W3IKO was not with us. We have lost 
one member, Edgar and Virginia 
Newman W2RPZ have moved to Knox- 
ville TN. We are sorry to see them go 
and wish them well. 


Licensed at least 25 years ago ? 
And licensed now ? 

Then you should belong to the 
Quarter Century Wireless Association 
For information write : 

159 E. 16th Ave, Dept S. 
Eugene, OR 97401-4017 


Florida Traffic Nets | 


Gator Net - by Dan 
Laxson, W4DL 


The net’s two senior traffic han- 
dlers (W3CUL and W3VR) are tempo- 
rarily off the air with health problems. 
The Gators wish them a speedy recov- 
ery. Charlie WA4EYU is building a side- 
walk to living room ramp to alleviate 


some of the physical problems of his - 


wife. The net lost two old friends, Ed 
Roller K4IA and Bill Jochimson K4ZK, 
now silent keys. Not gone - just away. 
George K4JI, after a couple of falls, is 
absent from the Gator Net until further 
notice. Family coming down January 
4th to help. Dan W4DL wound up with 
a hernia from carrying linears around. 
He now lays down a lot to read. Andy 
W4IYT, one of the younger members 
of the Gator Net is as busy as ever with 
TV shows. Chris N4EKC, the net’s air- 
line paripatetic, finally slowed down. 
He’s back home for awhile. Floyd N4FL 
is a QNI regular with a good signal. JB 
W4VQQ makes a good traffic man and 
helps with the Melbourne weather. 
QFN Report - by Phil, 
KA4FZI 
Totals: qni= 841 gtc = 1190 qnd= 1529 
Our sincere sympathy is ex- 
tended to the family of William R 
Jochimsen, K4ZK, who become a si- 
lent key just before Christmas 1996. He 
had been a pillar of support in the NTS 
and other areas of amateur radio for 
many years. Born August 23, 1917, he 
became a ham in 1934. His list of 
callsigns include W7EWZ, K7EWZ 
(Alaska), WINDD, K6AQO, VP9AL, 
EP2BB, KR6BF, W3AMK, W3UV, and 
finally K4ZK (Thanks to AB4XK for 
that list). Bill’s ham radio activities in- 
cluded several ARRL appointments. 
He was active in NTS when I first met 
him in 1979 and a wealth of knowledge 
at traffic handler’s meetings. Mort 
mentioned how pleasant and helpful 
Bill always was when contacted. I re- 
call that Bill made QFN sessions run 
like a well oiled machine with his strong 
signal and precise CW. He sounded 
equally at ease on the region and area 
nets as well as his TCC skeds. I recall 
how he loved a good joke and we would 
leave one of his traffic forums not only 
more knowledgeable but entertained as 
well. Stories of past experiences - es- 
pecially his service days - were always 
of interest as the group chatted infor- 
mally. His wife, Elenore, was always 
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with him and a great support to him - 
happily inviting us to hold our traffic 
meetings in their motor home when fa- 
cilities were not available. Bill went to 
great efforts to maintain a strong sig- 
nal even as they traveled in the motor 
home, and often had a stronger signal 
out of state than some in Florida, which 
enabled him to meet his region rep as- 
signments. He was always up to date 
on the foreign traffic routing in the 
years that it often changed as well as 
any other changes in regulations. Bill 
and Elenore celebrated their 55th wed- 
ding anniversary in Las Vegas in Feb- 
ruary of 1995 where he had to be hos- 
pitalized with congestive heart failure. 
His net participation and ASM SFL 
duties were necessarily curtailed after 


. their return. It was a pleasant surprise 


to see them for a short time at 
Melbourne in September 1995. Chet 
reports that Bill was starting to write 
his autobiography. It was just a couple 
years ago that K4]A and K4ZK came 
out the top two CW copiers in a con- 
test at one of the hamfests. I hope ex- 
amples set by our recent QFN silent 
keys WA4PFK, K4IA and K4ZK will 
inspire us to maintain their high stan- 
dards of operation and dedication. 

Our December traffic exceeded 
the people checking in and I think all 
stations had a chance to move traffic. 
QFNers - AA4HT, WV5Z, WA4EIC, 
AB4XK, KD40OGV, KC4ZHF and 
KA4FZI made it to the Ft. Myers 
hamfest luncheon. WVS5Z lead his 
usual informative and thought provok- 
ing forum which included a new wrinkle 
-a camcorder. Each of us had to march 
up front and talk about ourselves. 


Net QNI fluctuates with the 
sports channel, but averaged 14. Out- 
going QTC was heaviest the second 
week of December with incoming QTC 
heavy just before Christmas. Dec 8 and 
9 had 46 and 44 on early session, and 
Dec 23 listed 41 incoming on late ses- 


~ sion. I recall hearing K4SCL carry his 


28 through to 4RN one early session 
which did not count as net traffic for 
QFN. My appreciation and admiration 
especially for the very fine handling of 
NCS and rep/alternate jobs during vir- 
tually impossible band conditions and 
heavy traffic loads. Anyone wanting 
to be a part of this super team is wel- 
come to join us on 3651 at 7 and 10 PM 
EST. 
73/88 Phil KA4FZI NM 


QFNS - by Bob Bowden, 
KC4ZHF 


The band conditions were not - 
good to QFNS during the month of ~ 
December. At least several evenings 
were met with a roar of static and noth- 
ing else. Just when I thought things 
were clearing up and we had several 
good nets, impossible conditions 
would again appear. Many thanks to 
the Net Control Stations for their per- 
sistence during these not so good 


. times, and for the support of the par- 


ticipating stations that didn’t give up 
(!) . 

Statistics were not too bad, con- 
sidering the difficulties. Stations: 194, 
Traffic: 88, Time: 822 minutes during 
31 consecutive sessions. 

QFNS is the all Florida SLOW 
Speed C.W. Traffic/training Net. AH 
are welcome. Join us any, or every, day 
at 8 p.m. EST on 3.715+QRM. 

73/88 

Bob - KC4ZHF NM 


SEFTN - by Bob 


Bowden, KC4ZHF 


A Happy and Prosperous 
New Year to all members and friends 
of the Southeast Florida Traffic Net. 


Honor roll for December in- 
cluded: W4/PZIBK, KD4GR, 
KD4HGU, KF4IDL, N4ILN, KS4JK, 
KC4JNM, WB4PAM and KC4ZHF. 
Congrats on a job well done. 

December marked the 111th 
consecutive month with over 1000 
stations checking into the net. Num- 
ber 1000 this month was KI4JJ, Sam. 
Thanks Sam and you will receive a 


_ certificate honoring the occasion. 


N.C.S, was KC4ZHF. 


Our Semi-annual Picnic was 
held on December 7th. The weather 
was great and the food was good. 
Certificates of appreciation were is- 
sued to members of the Net for Honor 
roll, N.C.S., Net Reps., and other ac- 
complishments made on or for the 
Net. There were in excess of 25 in 
attendance. 

Stats for December included: 
Stations 1017. Traffic 292, Time 1750 
minutes during 31 consecutive ses- 
sions. 

Our Early Session, which 
meets daily at 11:30 a.m. local time, 
and provides a Rep to the Florida 
Midday Net, turned in stats of: Sta- 
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tions 344, Traffic 96, Time 416 minutes during 31 consecu- 
tive sessions. 

The SEFTN meets each evening at 6 p.m. on 146.79 
MHz Please check in early if you have outgoing traffic. .Our 
Net Representatives usually must leave early due to other 
commitments. 

Don’t forget “Traffic Tips” each Tuesday evening at 
6:30. 

73/88 

Bob, KC4ZHF, Asst. NM 


SWFTN - by Earl Spencer, K4FQU 


This is the end of another year, and a great one it was, 
thanks to all the dedicated people who worked all year to 
make it so. I believe we are making a comeback at least ina 
small way. The net is beginning to attract more new people 
and some have and interest in handling traffic so maybe this 
coming year will do the trick. 

This month was not too bad with almost 500 checkins 
and 189 pieces of traffic. If we, as a team, push a little more 
this coning year, perhaps we can improve on this. 

Thanks again to one and all for your great support 
and efforts and may all of you have a long, healthy and 
happy new year. 


FCC PROPOSES CHANGES TO 
EXPERIMENTAL RADIO SERVICE 


The FCC has proposed changes to the Commission’s 
Experimental Radio Service (Part 5) Regulations (Notice of 
Proposed Rule Making in ET Docket 96-256). Among the 
suggested changes were longer license terms, blanket li- 
censing of related multiple experiments by a single entity, 
and electronic filing of applications. The new rules also would 
encourage student experiments by issuing licenses to 
schools as well as to individual students, and by permitting 
use of additional frequencies. 

Among other frequencies, the proposed rules would 
change the 2450-MHz experimental band to 2402 to 2483.5 
MHz and would add 10.0 to 10.5 GHz, raising the possibility 
that the Amateur Service and the student Experimental Ser- 
vice could end up sharing spectrum. 

Comments are due by February 10, 1997. 


Brown Euginccring Vue, 
5501 S.W. 25th Court - Hollywood, Florida 


Custom Metal Fabrication 
Amateur & Commercial 
e-mail: fraserreb@aol.com 


H.B. Fraser KA4VXL Telephone 


President 954-989-4658 
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Top Twenty Trafficers - Dec. 1996 


Station 
WX4H 


WA9VND 
KEADNO 


NR2F 
K4SCL 
KA2YZM 
K4FQU 
AB4XK 
AA4HT 
10W7AMM 


-by AA4HT and WX4J 


Station 
KA4FZI 


KB4WBY 
KC4ZHF 


WC4D 
AA4BN 
WV5Z 
W4DL 
AA4FG 
WA4EIC 
KF4DWF 


Traffic Hounds - Dec. 1996 
-by Kevin Bunin, WV5Z STM SFL 


QNI AVG. QTC AVG SESMGR-—s QTC/QNI 


NO REPORT 


120 


24 


REPORT - 


6 


NO REPORT 
NET RESUMES IN JANUARY 


841 
194 


13.6 
6.3 


1361 22 


35 


11.7 


1190 19.2 


88 
388 
2 


NO REPORT 


447 
605 
481 
752 
346 


14.4 
20.2 
18.5 
24.3 
1 


38 

201 
189 
486 
226 


5182 


2.8 
6.3 
0.7 


a 


- WA4ATF 0.04 
KA2YZM 0.05 
N4LTT : 
KB4UEI 0.34 
NOUBW 0.10 
KE4ESV 0.47 
KE4DNO 1.08 
KC4ZHN 1.45 
WB4GCK 0.25 
WNAIIV 0.24 
W4DL 1.16 
K3NON 0.09 
W3YWK 0.23 
KE4DNO 0.19 
AD4BL 0.18 
KE4CGQ 0.04 
KE4CGQ 0.04 

SANG 


62 KA4FZI 1.42 
31 KC4ZHF 0.45 
62 KD4GR 0.29 


KD4GR 0.06 
KE4YGD - 

_ N4ZMQ0 0.09 
KE4DNO 0.33 
K4FQU 0.39 
NR2F 0.65 
KE4DNO 0.65 


AVG | 0.43 


Knights of the Kilocycle 


Don Browne, KOQ4YM 


Knights Welcome New Member 
Number 544 


The Knights of the Kilocycle, amateur 
radio’s oldest net, was organized on Christ- 
mas Day, 1929, and is now celebrating it’s 67th 
year. The Knights meet every Sunday morn- 
ing at 7:30 on 3910 Kilocycles. Since 1929 there 
have been 544 memberships awarded to ama- 
teur operators. The Knights always welcomes 
new members. A membership certificate is 
earned after five consecutive weekly check- 
ins to the net. And here goes the Knightly 
News: 

The Knights of the Kilocycle initiated # 
into membership Bill, W4TAD of Largo in Janu- 
ary. Bill made the required five consecutive 
Sunday morning check-ins. Master Oscillator Wendy, WI1UCL 
of Lutz officiated the initiation ceremony on the air. Bill was 
officially given membership number 544 during the ceremony. 

Marian, KC4MFT of New Port Richey, Doug, N4SLS, 
and Bob, W4KOG of North Palm Beach have been continuing 
to talk with member Ernie, KA4BTQ of St. Augustine at 10am 
Sundays on 3.910. Ernie, a long time Knight member and Master 
Oscillator has been resting from a recent illness. Ernie’s not 
up to making the Sunday 7:30AM net but has been regularly 
talking with members able to get on the frequency at 1|OAM. 


Jay K9BSL, of St. Petersburg, the net’s birthday and 


anniversary announcer, reported that long-time Knight N4FL, 
Floyd of Lauderdale Lakes celebrated his birthday in January. 
Floyd is probably our oldest regular checkin member. Floyd is 
86 years young. Congratulations Floyd! 


Dorothy, N4TXT of Springhill has been busy traveling 


and volunteered to take over the Master Oscillator duties in 
February. Wendy W1UCL, of Lutz graciously stepped for- 
ward to handle the duties in the interval. 


Bob, W4KOG of North Palm, reports to the net on up- 
coming ham shows and has been visiting as many shows as 
time allows. He reports he won’t be taking a lot of stuff to the 
big Miami Hamfest like earlier years. Look for W4KOG at 
hamfest you attend and ask him about the Knights or QCWA! 


K9QHZ from Niceville in the Panhandle has been faith- 
ful in getting up an hour earlier than most of the Knights to 
check in! That station is located in the Central Time Zone 
where it’s 6:30AM Sunday morning while we’re all mostly in 
the Eastern Time Zone. 

| have been plagued with some mysterious TVI in re- 
cent months. Seems when tuned to channel 19 on cable TV 
and simultaneuously tuned to 1400AM on my Sony 2010 ra- 
dio receiver, I hear a voice pager announcement over the ra- 


dio and hash lines on the TV channel 19. This 
disappears when I turn off the TV! 


The pager announcements appeared to 
be voice mailbox messages for pager owners 
_around the southwest Florida area. I copied a 
.. few phone numbers and gave the numbers a 
ring. The people on the other end weren’t 
sure what pager company they used when 
m leaving their voice messages. So that lead 
= didn’t go anywhere. 

Then, I took my walkman out for a ride 

around the neighborhood to see if any inter- 
ference signals were to be heard on the AM 
band. No luck. [remembered I had registered 
with the local Emergency Management 
Agency as a RACES member. So, with that 
“official” status I called them and asked what pager towers 
were in the area. Immediately they knew the answer. It seems 
only a mile away from me is the interferring tower with the 
pager company antennas high on the stack. : 


I called the cable company to see if they might help 
but they had no clue, and the signal on their monitor in 
their office looked fine, so they just brushed me off. I was 
persistent though. I called a few days later and a service- 
man came out. 


He put a signal meter on the cable and surmised that 
the coax shielding was an inferior quality and allowing the 
pager signal to enter the line. He knew about the pager 
tower and had been having trouble for years he said. He 
replaced the coax jumper from the wall to the TV and that 
greatly reduced the interference to a somewhat accept- 
able level. I can still see a bit of hash:when the pager tower 
puts out it’s signal but it barely noticible. 

For those who have computers and internet access, 
please check out my web site at: http://members.aol.com/ 
browne, I have music on most of the pages and even morse 


. code playing in the background on the ham pages. The 


amateur radio pages include Florida and Southwest Florida 
ham info, listings of area hams in three counties, online 
callbooks, and the latest Knights of the Kilocycle news as 
well as two QCWA chapter newsletters briefs. Also check 
out the ham radio web links I’ve mentioned in writing ar- 
ticles for Cyberham magazine. 

The Knights encourage new check-ins each Sunday 
morning to ham radio’s oldest net. Please join us each 
Sunday at 7:30 AM, 3910 Kilocycles and let us know what’s 
been happening in your town. We welcome all hams from 
anyone that can hear us. Invite your friends to listen and 
call in Sunday morning. See you all on Sunday morning. — 
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INTERNATIONAL A ES Gy 
RADIO fj, @ 3 


SYSTEMS, INC. BAAD 


FACTORY DIRECT DISTRIBUTOR 
AUTHORIZED SALES & SERVICES 


O 
KENWOOD ¢ ICOM e Ad lS! 


° lek e COMMERCIAL » MARINE ¢ SATELLITE ¢ CELLULAR ¢ 


THE TOTAL COMMUNICATION STORE y= 
WHOLESALE e RETAIL ¢e EXPORT | 
MGR GE internarionar HABLAMOS ESPANOL 


RADIO 
SYSTEMS, INC. Y EL CARIBE 


5001 N.W. 72ND AVE 
MIAMI, FLORIDA 331 3 


ane ie 
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9:30-5:30 dist FAX: (305) A313 
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NFL BBS Totals - Dec. 1996 SFL BBS Totals - Dec., 1996 
Compiled by Dave Sutherland, NSGMU Compiled by Bill Britton, KB4VOL 


NTS © PERS~ BUL TOT MSGS 
1 735 12161 12897 
-NO REPORT- 

11 478 7780 8268 
61 583 6055 6699 
11 256 724, eh 15148 
0 328 4775 5103 
-NO REPORT- 

3 706 6372 7081 
10 325 6490 6825 
272 788 3897 4957 
-NO REPORT- ; 


CALL BUL PERS NTS 
AA4RU. 5748 425 133 
K4GBB 2288 119 136 
K40ZS 

KB4T (SHUT DOWN AFTER 9+ YEARS) 
KEACOV 

N4GMU_ 2552 334 

KB4FEA 2550 105 

N4ITS 2661 160 

NOZO 6647 

WB4NOD5140 

N8NEU 2811 

WN4IIV 6077 

WX4) 47 

W4WEB. 7256 

KC4HQS._ 1520 

KEAINI 840 


6084 6217 
6796 7069 
5844 5902 
7438 8995 
6005 6480 
4500 4718 
5123 5772 
11940 16859 (GATE 
Total NTS traffic for NFL: 1572 WAY) 
Need more BBS stats. Send it via E-MAIL if you wish. 


((n4gmu@dlbbs.com )) 


Silent Keys 


We regret to report the passing of the following Amaj 
eur Radio Operators. Please notify SKIP of silent keys i 
your area. 


K4ZK - William R. Jochimsen, Jensen Beach 
WA4PUA - Donald Combs, Ellenton 

KD4F - Daniel R. Johnson, Middleburg 
W1ASB - John O’ Donnell, Port Richey 
WD4BBL - Manuel J. Henrick, Miramar 


1490 1529 
5697 6319 
7998 10964 
6590 7626 
9457 9739 


6149 8204 

3272 PASS 6 

6332 6753 

6417 6843 
-NO REPORT- 


12 27170 33895. (PACKET/INTERNET 
GATEWAY) 


NTS TOTAL: 1490 


K4BIA - Lawrence P. Hennigan, Fort Myers 
KI4DO - Homer S. Varner Jr, Tarpon Springs 
KS4JE - James L. Parish, Mulberry 

W4LO - George A. Lazear, Fort Lauderdale 
KJ4MW - Glenn H. Walker, Port Richey 
K4QK - Ray J. Hecht, Longboat Key 
WAG4REV - Richard H. Mosher, Saint Cloud 
KA9FVC - John Picciolo, Bradenton 
WAONII - Owen C. Staton, St Petersburg 


Linear Power Supplies 


5v 3A LAMBDA LOS Z.......... cece ; 
Sv 2.6A ACIDC.. crvcsicsccssdresestcesossteisi vas $4.00 
Tv 1.6A AC/DC Ele@ i... nn. iu ceectnees $4.00 


12v 2A LAMBDA LOS Z...........00cecee $5.00 
= Adjustable 


200 SW 20th St. 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33315 


MAL-TECH ELECTRONICS 


954-522-5811 Fax: 954-522-5271 


If you have any questions, or need the software utilities to 
generate your BBS report, drop me a note with your name, address 
and size floppy needed. There’s no charge. The utilities work with 
all types of bbs software, except TCP/IP (NOS.) 

Remember, North Florida BBS’s should send their reports to 
N4GMU @ N4GMU. South Florida BBS’s to KB4VOL @ KB4VOL. 
Reports MUST be sent on the Ist covering BBS activity for the 
previous month. Please participate! 

73... Bill, KB4VOL @ KB4VOL, ARRL Packet Manager South 
Florida. 


FOR RIK RFR AA IK HIRI III IK III IKI IA IK IAI I BEI AAI ASIII AAAI IAA AIA ER EEE RIK 
‘ 


VISIT OUR NEW WEB SITE! LOTS OF HAM INFO AND |. 
THE MONTHLY LISTS! 


http://pages.prodigy.com/kb4vol 


FRI KI KKK KIKI RIK IKK II KTH KR KK IK IH KK IK KK KK II KKH KK IKK KEK IKK HIKE EK KEE KKEK HK 
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Florida HF Nets, Abbreviations, 


Frequencies and Times 


(All times ET. All nets daily, uniess noted.) 
TIME NET ABBREV & NAME FREQ 
0630 Waterway CW Net 3717 
0655 FPTN Florida Phone Traffic Net 3940 
0700 : Rainbow Connection Net 3970/7295 


0700 Caribbean Net 7232 
0730 (SAT) AIN 
0730 (SUN) Florida Trader's Net 3945 
0730 (SUN) RV Service Net 3963 
0745 Waterway Net 7268 
SFAN_ South Florida ARES Net 3940 
0800 (SAT) QCWA QCWA/OOTC Net 3955 
0800 (TUES) Buckaroo Tfc Net 7248 
0800 +9 SOUTHCARS 7251 
0830 GN 
0900 (EXC SUN) 
0900 (SUN) 

0900 (SUN) 


ARRL Information Net 3940 


0800 (SAT) 


Gator Net 3651/7061 
NFAN North Florida ARES Net 3950 
Swap Net 7275 

The Tech Net fj 7268 
0900 (FRI) The Computer Net 7268 
1000 (WED) SCARS Traders Net 7251 

1130 Buckeye Net 
1145 FMTN Florida Midday Traffic Net 7247.5 
1200 (MON-FRI) RV Service Net 14308 
1245 SOUTHCARS 7251 
1330 (SUN) 
1400 (SUN) 
1500 (SUN) QCWA Quarter Century Wireless Ass'n 14347 
1630 FPON Florida Public Opns Net 3908 
1700 TPTN Tropical Phone Tfc Net 
1700 (MON-FRI) RV Service Net 14308 
1730 FMSN Florida Medium Speed Tfc Net 3651/7061 
1800 FAST/E South Florida Tfc Net (Early) 3940 
1830/1930 NFPN_ North Florida Phone Net 3950 
1900 Martin County Ragchew Net . 3985 


14262 


FSARA Florida Shrine Amat Radio Ass’n 7236 +/-QRM 
Society of Wireless Pioneers 7054 


3940/7243 


1900 Rainbow Connection Net 4 

1900 QFN/E All Florida CW Traffic Net (Early) 
1900 (SUN) 
1900 (MON) 
1900 (TUES) 


3970/7295 
3651/7061 
Sailfish Net - West Palm Beach 
Manatee County ARES Net 
Pinellas County ARES Net 
1900 (TUES) Mosquito Net - Orlando Chapter 28333 
1900 (WED) Titusville Mosquito Net 28333 
1930 (MON & FRI) Swap Net 4 3898 
1930 (TUES) 
1930* (WED) 


28425 
28450 
28450 


Brevard Laid Back Net 28340 
Candy's Swap Net 3945 
2000 QFNS_ All Florida Slow Speed CW Tfc Net 3715 
2000 (THURS) Charlotte County Net 

2030 (MON) Wacky Wingdinger Net (NE Fl) 

2030 So. Brevard Tech & Ragchew Net 

2030 (MON) ENTIN Everglades Novice/Tech Net 

2200 QFN/L_ All Florida CW Traffic Net (Late) 
2230 FAST/L South Florida Tfc Net (Late) 


28.490/495 


* 2030 during Daylight Savings Time 
SRC EAEEREEERERE EEE EEST EOE SEED EEE SEER ERSE SESH REO REESE ERE HE HH 
. PLEASE SENT CORRECTIONS OR ADDITIONS TO: = 
* Bill Briton, KB4VOL, 8703 S.E. Jardin St., Hobe Sound, FL 33455 * 
¢ By Wee KB4VOL @ KB4VOL Army Mars Call: AAT4RV * 
E-Mail: kb4vol@juno.com s 


SEO COST EC SEES EEE E ESE SESESESOEHSSESES ER ESSEEDOECESEE ESE SOESEESES SESE SERED 


RF Exposure Delay 


The FCC has postponed the date for hams to 
comply with the new RF exposure regula- 
tions from January 1, 1997 to January 1, 
1998. FCC Report No. DC 96-112 an- 
nounced the amendment of the rules to 
extend the transition period for licensees to 
determine compliance with the new 
bioeffects requirements for RF Ptuaiitters. 
The announcement was made just before the 


close of business on Christmas eve. 
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ANOTHER VANITY DELAY? 


Callers to the FCC’s Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, office 
are being told that it might be early March before the FCC 
resumes processing vanity call sign applications—includ- 
ing all of those received at Gettysburg since the end of 
November. An FCC spokeswoman this week cited unspeci- 
fied “computer-related” problems for the potential delay, 
and said the FCC would release additional details probably 
next week. “We’ve been getting a lot of calls,” she said. 


No vanity applications have been processed since 
December 19, 1996. While working to resolve the latest prob- 
lems, Gettysburg personnel say will continue to whittle down 
the stack of some 600 vanity applications that required spe- 
cial handling from the December 19 vanity call sign run. The 
FCC spokeswoman said that most of the applications in that 
“work in process” or WIPS stack involve situations where 
the FCC was unable to grant any of the applicant’s call sign 
requests. However, additional call sign grants have trickled 
out of Gettysburg as the WIPS applications have been dealt 
with. The FCC also is in the midst of processing several 
hundred refunds for earlier unsuccessful vanity filers. 


The FCC has not yet announced a date for the open- 
ing of Gate 3. 


Orlando HamCation will emphasize 


latest technology 


Many people are saying that Amateur Radio is in de- 
cline with increased attention paid to computers, Internet, 
and the cellular phones. ‘ 

Reserve February 15 & 16, 1997, and find out why 
Amateur Radio is on the incline. Thirty (30) forums, hands 
on workshops, and seminars at the 1997 Orlando 
HamCationsm and Computer Show . 

The World has become smaller with so many differ- 
ent ways to achieve long distance communications. Chil- 
dren are not awed with talking to someone thousands of 
miles away, when they can just lift the phone and do the 
same with hi-fi clarity. Children can also use the computer to 
communicate with almost any part of the world. 

The Orlando Show is presenting a set of diverse 
Amateur Radio Programs filled with exciting technology. 
Technology that is advancing but is understandable by the 
average person. 

One workshop subject, the Automated Position 
Reporting System, APRS, offers a chance for hams to learn 


. more about their computers and integrate that technology 


to radio communication. The marriage of GPS and APRS is 
teaching people new technology in the World around us 
and inspiring investigation in mathematics, and satellites. 
APRS offers a unique view of propagation of electromag- 


‘netic waves in the atmosphere in such a way that can not be 


seen otherwise. It gives opportunity for people to study 
weather in a very personal way of involvement. It can assist 
those in emergency management by displaying the “battle- 
field” and sending help to where it is needed by the most 
efficient paths to dispatch people. Communication on APRS 
is very efficient. Users are learning to communicate a 
thought in a few words fitting on a single line. Where else 
could you have 150 stations communicating on one fre- 
quency, narrower in width than a voice channel? One can 
see where to aim his antenna, thus using less RF, with pin- 


Continued on page 26 
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ARRL 
NORTH FLORIDA SECTION CONVENTION 


Hani ORLANDO 


Cation 


and Computer Show > 
February 14, 15, & 16. 


Central Florida ba rounds 


4306 West Colonial Drive. Orlando, Florida 

Fri. 5 pm to 9 pm (swap tables) Sat.9amtoSpm _ Sun. 9am to 3 pm 
{ 

m 150+ Commercial Exhibits 
| m Over 500 Swap Tables 

m Largest Tailgate Area in Florida 
| m Prizes - We Will Ship. Your 
| Presence Not Required to Win. 
| m Testing - Saturday and Sunday 
| _@ Forums for Everyone 
| @ QSL Card Verification 
| m RV Overnight Parking Including Talk in on 146.76 
| Electric & Water - $20 per nite 
Write: HamCation 
| Note: P.O. Box 547811 
| Swap Tables $25 includes Fri., Sat. & Sun. Orlando, FL 
| Tailgating $15 includes Sat. & Sun. 32854-7811 
| 
| Make your reservations early! 
| 
| _HamCation Chairman ____Ken Christenson KD4JQR____ 407 657-9052 e-mail: KD4JQR@AOL.COM __ 
| Commercial Booths ss Jim Hayes KD4OLF 407 823-7133, 
| .~ Swap Tables” Coy Bilton KE4YHD / #407 381-0879, 8 ee 
| tailgating. (7° Ron Newsam  KDANLE 0 407 sn 
ieee a ALL, Meonregeedencl OLB ALEUTIAN oe oA ae 
| 


Unified Amateur Radio Software. 
Does the computer come on with the radio 
power switch??? 

For the past month, I have been working with Jim 
Johnson, KC4HW, installing an Internet DX cluster packet 
gateway. This fancy system connects our local packet clus- 
ter to other clusters all over the country. I will leave the 
details of this connection for another article, but, after play- 
ing with the DX cluster, I just had to have one. 


The next day, I dusted off my Baycom modem, dialed 
up the VHF frequency on my 2 meter and logged right in. 
The packet BBS came right and logged me in. There was a 
lot of activity that day as spots rolled in from all over the 
world. Since we were connected to other countries, stations 
that were posted may not be available because propagation 
varies for each part of the world and for time. Still, it was 
interesting following DX stations as they worked by people 
all over the world. 


I brought down my Baycom and fired up a logging 
program. Maybe I could work some rare ones today. | 
started playing with the logging program and I forgot all 
about the radio. This program had rig control and it’s own 
DX cluster-interface. The rig software, the cluster and the 
log were all integrated together automating the DX chase to 
anew level. I just had to have it. 


First order of business, I needed a TNC. The logging 
program wouldn’t work with the Baycom modem. No prob- 
lem, I borrowed a TNC from Jim. Now, where do I plug it in. 
Well, my system has four COM ports appropriately labeled 
COM1 through COM4. I bought a fancy serial card some 
time ago that uses high interrupts. I picked Interrupt 12 for, 
COM3 and Interrupt 11 for COM4. I plugged my mouse in 
COM4, my phone modem (for surfing, of course) in COM3, 
my HF TNC into COM2 and my Kenwood HF radio in COM1. 
Oops, I’m out of COM ports. Now what do! do? No prob- 
lem. I have a couple of choices. 


First, I never use the phone modem when I run my 
logging software. So, I could put a switch box on COM3 
and switch between my phone modem and my VHF TNC. 
- This works fine unless I forget to leave the switch on the 
phone modem when I shut down. Next time I boot the PC, 
Windows 95 goes out hunting for that phone modem and 
can’t find it. The OS complains and my phone modem never 
gets initialized. This could get to be really annoying. 20 


Next solution, move the mouse. A bus mouse is just 
the trick. Bus mice a still readily available. Microsoft makes 
anice one as does Logitech. Bus mouse controllers are 8 bit 
cards so they have a limited choice for interrupts. Interrupt 
9 is available. This is a high interrupt but just happens to be 
connected to the 8 bit connector because it replaces inter- 
rupt 2 from the PC XT. Interrupt 2 was used as the cascade 
interrupt when the PC AT added a second interrupt control- 
ler. This works great. For the cost of anew mouse, I pick up 
another COM port and now each device has a home. 


Still not enough ports? Oh yes, you have two or more 
radios that also support rig control. Your next option would 
be adding a third COM port card. COMS5 and COM6are not 
supported by DOS. If you want to use them, your software 
has to talk directly to the card. You need two more spare 
interrupts and two I/O port ranges for COMS5S and COM6. 
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Steve lezzi, KT4FY 


Port “1F8” is a good choice for COMS and Port “1E8” for 
COM6. Be careful choosing an interrupt. The primary IDE 
controller uses 14, the secondary controller uses 14, a PS2 
mouse always uses 12 and the sound card should be con- 


_ nected to 5. Interrupts 9, 10 and 11 are usually free. 


What! You need 8 COM ports. Now, you need an 
intelligent COM card. These special cards support four, 
eight or even sixteen ports on one card. They connect to 
the computer through a single interrupt, memory space and 
I/O port. COM ports are actually emulated though Operat- 
ing System calls. These cards work great as long as your 
software talks through the operating system by logical ID. 
If your rig control program wants to talk directly to hard- 
ware, forget it. It won’t work. Intelligent COM cards are 
directly supported under Windows 95 and Windows NT. If 
your software runs in Windows, this is the way to run a 
contesting station. 20 


Now, I have all my ports and each is connected to a 
TNC, a modem or a radio. I bring up my software and I’m 
ready to go. A window opens for the DX cluster. As spots 
roll in, they pop up in the window. The VFO settings for my 
rig show up in another box. So far, so good. 

Now for the slick part. I see a spot that’s in my region. 
Let’s go work him. Well, all I do is select the spot in the DX 
cluster window and my rig is automatically tuned to the 
right frequency and mode. Even the call sign is entered in * 
my computer log book. All that’s left to do is work the 
station. Pretty slick, huh. 

There are several good station programs on the mar- 
ket. I have been playing with Logic4 and Log EQF because 
they offer a trial version. MFJ offers a complete station 
package as well but I have not evaluated this software as | 
would have to pay for it and return it if I was unhappy. 


There’s plenty others. 


Next month, I will review some of these packages and 
pass along my comments. 
Til then, get all those COM ports up and running as 
it’s time to HAM by PC. 
Steve 


The World's largest Ham Dealer is 
located right here in Florida! 


AMATEUR ELECTRONIC SUPPLY® 


ORLANDO: 621 Commonwealth Avenue 
tel. 407- 894-3238 « toll free 1-800-327-1917 
Exports/se habla Espanol 407-898-1166 
fax 407-894-7553 


CLEARWATER: 14100 U.S.19 N. #124 


tel. 813-539-7348 * toll free 1-888-226-7388 
fax 813-524-497] 


Service to Radio Amateurs for over 39 years! 
Dealer for... 

ALINCO * AZDEN * ICOM * KENWOOD « SGC * STANDARD * YAESU 
...and other lines of Ham Equipment, Antennas & Accessories. 
Other locations... 

MILWAUKEE, WI *¢ WICKLIFFE, OH « LAS VEGAS, NV 
1-800-558-041 | 1-800-321-3594 1-800-634-6227 


Starting in the January issue, 
SKIP is presenting a series of insight- 
ful articles on the trends in amateur 
radio written by Billy Williams 
(N4UF). Mr. Williams plans to address 
other topis and if you have sugges- 
tions, drop SKIP Magazine a note. 
SKIP. thanks the Balanced Modula- 
tor, the publication of North Florida 
ARC, for their assistance in present- 
ing this series of articles. Ed. 

Article no. I. 


Alternatives to ham radio for 
- those with an interest in electronics 
and communications have grown 
more numerous and attractive. 
Internet gets many of the younger new- 
comers who used to be attracted to 
ham radio. 


ON BEING BYPASSED BY 
THE INTERNET 


Several decades ago, busy two 
lane highways were lined with “mom 
and pop” businesses—motels, diners, 
service stations, tourist attractions. 
Thousands of potential customers 
passed and enough patronized these 
small businesses to assure financial 
success to most of the entrepreneurs. 


But new Interstate super-high- 
ways bypassed the “old” roads and 
took away most of the customers caus- 
ing these small businesses to suffer a 
competitive disadvantage in compari- 
son with large chains which were the 
new trend. Through standardization 
and economy of scale, the large motel 
and restaurant chains were able to 
prosper while “mom and pop” éstab- 
lishments failed. Relatively few were 
able to adapt and survive. Large theme 
parks replaced roadside animal farms. 


Analogous to early highway 
tourist spots, Amateur Radio can be 
viewed as a “mom and pop” service in 
contrast to the big hotel and fast food 
chains that compare with the commer- 
cial communications giants such as 
multimedia conglomerates, telephone 
companies, pager and broadcast busi- 
nesses, etc. The Amateur Radio ser- 
vice pioneered communications tech- 
nology when radio was seen by the 
public as a new, mysterious and inter- 
esting medium. But today, radio (like 
driving) is taken for granted by most. 
It used to be an adventure to drive from 
Jacksonville to Pensacola. And it used 
to be a big deal to be able to communi- 
cate from one’s own home to Japan. 
But with good roads and modern sat- 
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Trends in Ham Radio - Good or Bad? 


Billy Williams, N4UF 
ellite communications, driving and ra- 
dio are both routine for most. 

Although Amateur Radio 
doesn’t have to worry about being 
bypassed by the Interstate, it does face 
serious competition from the Internet 
With Internet audio capabilities improv- 


ing fast, it will be an increasing factor ~ 


in diverting potential Amateur -Radio 
operators. Will ham radio become an 
option that is much less attractive to 
growth like an old two-lane blacktop? 
Will the Internet resemble the Interstate 
in terms of popularity? Of course, only 
time will tell. 

Most travelers heading toward 
Savannah from Jacksonville will opt for 
I-95. You won’t find many taking US17. 
But just as some drivers will ride the 
back roads because of the more lei- 
surely pace and the opportunity to see 
America up close, these drivers will be 
in the minority—forming what market- 
ers term a finiche. The challenge is to 
identify the characteristics of the niche 
market and promote accordingly. It is 
helpful to profile some sub-groups 
which are components of our ham (and 
potential ham) population. 


The experimenter ham dates 
back to the beginning of radio as a tech- 
nology. Early hams invent and pat- 
ented many of the circuits that led to 
today’s conveniences. The challenge 
of building innovations from scratch 
attracted .talented people to Amateur 
Radio. Today’s experimenter is most 
likely not a ham but is instead prob- 
ably involved with computers and 
Internet. A few combine an interest in 
digital communications with Amateur 
Radio but it appears the days of the 
experimenter being attracted to ham 
radio in significant numbers are over. 

The casual operator enters our 
hobby/service to have convenient 
communications usually via a repeater 
autopatch hookup. Friends and family 
members can maintain contact. Casual 
operators have little interest in techni- 
cal matters. They prefer simply to plug 
in and talk. | 


A national magazine studied the 
life cycle of the typical Citizens Band 
operator and concluded that most lose 
interest after 4 or 5 years. Some may 
return to active status later. 


The life cycle among many hams 
appears to be similar. Take an old club 
roster from most any group and see 
how many are still active. While many 


inactive hams keep their licenses cur- 
rent, activity declines. Radio becomes 
a lower priority than other newer hob- 
bies and time demands. Then we have 
the whiner. These seem to have 
grown—exponentially over the past 
decade. All segments of society are 
infested and ham radio is no exception. 
It may even be a good public service 
for us to provide an outlet for neurot- 
ics. As in general in society, it is best 
to ignore them and treat them like 
brown paddies in a cow pasture—work 
around them. Fortunately, a relative 
few frequencies are occupied with 
whiners since many of them tend to 
congregate on the same channels an 
exchange tales of woe. } 


Admittedly, there exist many ex- 
ceptions to these generalizations but 
in overall numbers, they seem to be 
true. There are other segments not pro- 
filed in this article and even variations 
among the segments mentioned. And 
these groups are not necessarily mu- 
tually,- exclusive. Some may belong to 
several while others will change from 
time to time. Another segment is repre- - 
sented by those who desire to serve 


~ others while plying their interest in elec- 


tronics and,/or communications. They 
feel a duty to devote a percentage of 
their time to assisting those in need. 
This segment is not nearly big 
enough. It could be called the public 
service segment. Because of the rela- 
tive simplicity of getting a ham station 
on the air quickly after an event such _ 
as a hurricane, earthquake or fire, our 
service has unique characteristics. 


When satellite based systems fail 
or modern systems become over- 
loaded, Amateur Radio operators can 
be very valuable in relief efforts. Hams 
are assigned to most Red Cross shel- 
ters to supplement jammed phone lines 
and allow shelter staff to maintain di- 
rect contact with Red Cross HQ. 


Of course, proponents of new 
technology bark that their systems 
never fail—but such is simply not the 
case. Just about anyone in the down- 
town Jax area who tried to use a tele- 
phone shortly after the hurricane scare 
last summer found themselves isolated 
as telephone switches became over- 
loaded and some cellular systems 
crashed. 


One option to increase the 
growth rate in ham radio would be to 
lower testing standards. Maybe just 
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do away with tests entirely. But we 
may be to the point of diminishing re- 
turns. If ham licenses were simply 
handed out at shopping malls, not 
much more substantial growth would 
occur. 


_ Some will worry about losing our 
spectra as aresult. Fortunately, con- 
ditions which cause such losses are 
also changing—in our favor. If forced 
to defend our bands, it seems easier to 
sell the concept of fewer, more public 
service minded operators as opposed 
to a mass of hobbyists. Not that there 
is anything wrong with having fun on 
ham radio, but regulators will be. less 
impressed if pursuit of a hobby is 
stressed instead of a reservoir of pub- 
lic service minded citizens: Bands 
which are the current target of Low 
Earth Satellite (LEO) communication 
system-companies are among those 
which are the heaviest populated with 
hams. While any serious attempt to 
separate these bands from our ham al- 
locations will be met with a large cho- 
rus of protest, our best strategy may 
be to stress our need of these bands to 


continue our tradition of public service 


and emergency communications along 
with the idea that we are the “moms 
and pops” of the communications 
complex. Without two meters, our lo- 
cal systems would be much less effec- 
tive, But we must get more hams and 
potential hams to become active in 
public service activities to be able to 
sustain such an image. 

Just as some “mom and pop” 
businesses were owned by people who 
creatively adapted to the age of the 
Interstate, Amateur Radio can adapt to 
the age of the Internet. 

MORE ON DEMOGRAPHICS 
NEXT MONTH 


COMPUTER MANUAL, by 


Dr. Seuss “With Apologies 


to Dr. Seuss” 

IF a packet hits a pocket on a 
socket on a port, And the bus is inter- 
rupted as a very last resort, And the 
address of the memory makes your 
floppy disk abort, Then the socket 
packet pocket has an error to report!! 

IF your cursor finds a menu item 
followed by a dash, And the double- 
clicking icon puts your window in the 


trash, And your data is corrupted 
‘cause the index doesn’t hash, Then 
your situations’s hopeless, and your 
systems gonna crash! 

You can’t say this? What a 
shame, sir! We’ll find you another 
game, sir! 

IF the label on the cable on the 
table at your house, Says the network 
is connected to the button on your 
mouse, But your packets want to tun- 
nel on another protocol, That’s repeat- 
edly rejected by the printer down the 
hall! 

IF your screen is all distorted by 
the side-effects of gauss, So, your 
icons in the window are as wavy as a 
souse, Then you may as well reboot, 
and go out with a bang, ‘Cause as sure 
as I’m a poet, the sucker’s gonna hang! 

IF the copy of your floppy’s get- 
ting sloppy on the disc, And the mi- 
crocode instructions cause unnessary 
RISC, Then you have to flash your 
memory, and you’ll want to RAM your 
ROM.... Quickly turn offthe computer, | 
and be sure to tell your MOM! 

Author Unknown 

-Thanx to Carl Houston 


FIFTEENTH ANNUAL 
HERNANDO COUNTY AMATEUR RADIO ASSOCIATION 


HAMPFEST 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 1997 Doors open at 8:00am 


New Location 


New Location 
Free Parking (sorry no overnight) 


informative Programs 


New Location 
Grand Prize Drawings 


SPRING HILL V.F.W. POST 10209 


Talk in on 146.115/715 


LARGE INDOOR AIR-CONDITIONED SWAP AREA 
EXPANDED TAILGATE SECTION 


Eot Dogs 
tamburveas 
Soft Brinks 
Breakfast Available 
8:00am - 10:00am 
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Mariner Blvd. 


US 41 


Spring Hill Drive—_> 


VEW 
Approx 1.5m 
West of US 41 


TICKET INFORMATION 
Advanced Registration ¢5 99 
At the Door $ 6.00 
Swap Tables $ 12.00 
Tailgate Space $ 6.00 


H.C.A.R.A, 
MAMF ERT 
*.0O, Box 1724 
BROOKSVILLE, FL. BAGCOS 
FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATIO 
CALL. 
Lae KEN T/WARTYMYV 
(3E2)7E9-1638 

OR 
Jim ANGELLO / KE4S5ZP 
(3B2) G$BB-B2ATS 
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Educational Software For Kids 
Laserpoint’s Web site offers an easy way to download the 
company’s range of educational software for children. It’s all 
shareware, which means you can try it free before you pay for it, 
and suitable for children from age five upwards. They have selec- 
tions for users of both Windows and Macintosh computers. World 
Wide Web: http://www. laserpoint.com/ 


Spring Break’s Coming, Your Guide Online 

Go Florida, the Internet guide to Florida published by a 
local newspaper group, has unveiled a special guide to Spring 
Break. Now’s the perfect time to begin planning ahead to a time 


when the weather will be much warmer and the snow will be gone. » 


Visitors to the site will find information on destinations such as 
Panama City Beach, Daytona Beach, Key West and South Beach. 
World Wide Web: http://www.goflorida.com/springbreak 


Colombia’s Official Web Site 


The Government of Colombia has set up an official Web 
site that offers all sorts of information about the country. If you 
read Spanish there’s a lot here, from news and politics to history 
and government, but English readers can still find some things of 
interest. Important news from the government is translated into 
English and there are some general details on the country as well. 
World Wide Web: http://www.presidencia.gov.co 


Online News Archives 


A librarian at a California school has created a great list of 
links to interesting and useful Internet sites. One of the most 
useful pages can be found within the news. links and is a guide to 
the most comprehensive, and free, news archives available online. 
World Wide Web: http://www.cusd.chico.k12.ca.us/~pmilbury 


Web Page Translation 


Here’s another great free service. Visitors to this site can 
enter the uniform resource locator (URL) of another Web page, 
enter a translation pair, such as French to English or Russian to 
English, and get a machine translation via e-mail. The service works 
for all pages that are less than 10k in size and only takes a few 
minutes. World Wide Web: http://www.systranmt.com/ 
translate.html 


Motorcycle Online 


If you prefer traveling on two wheels rather than four, 
you Il love Motorcycle Online. The magazine appears online only 
and includes news, bike reviews, new products for riders, parts 
‘and accessories, advertisements, and features. It claims to be the 
most read online motorcycle magazine and, given the depth of the 
Web site, it would be difficult to find a more complete service. 
World Wide Web: http://www.motorcycle.com 


Getting More From The Internet 


If all the Internet means to you is a way to occupy a few 
hours a night surfing from site to site, consider making it much 
more valuable. There is an ever expanding list of university and 
college courses that can be taken on the Internet. Offering a large 
number of courses is the new WebEd site. The service offers 
several different disciplines under one roof and academics also 
hold posts at a wide variety of colleges and universities. If you’re 
interested in furthering yourself, check this site for some ideas. 
World Wide Web: http://www.caso.com/iu/courses.html 


In The News - Virgin Mary In Florida 


No doubt you’ve seen the pictures on the TV news of the 
“image of the Virgin Mary” that “appears” on the side of an 
insurance building in Clearwater, Florida. The local newspaper, 
The Tampa Tribune, has created a special Web page that includes 
photos and articles about the event and the influx of 500,000 
people to this small community. World Wide Web: http:// 
www.tampatrib.com/news/maryindx.htm 
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Journey Through 1920s America 3 

The Beach family could never have guessed that their six- 
month journey across America by car in 1921 and 1922 would 
ever have lived so long and found itself in cyberspace. This is a 
very nicely made site that lets visitors read the diary of wife and 
mother Doretta Beach. Each page also links to a companion page 
with some of the news of the day from around the world. World 
Wide Web: http://www.synapse.net/~sensato 


Time To Take Another Look? 

TV Guide is re-launching its Web site. The new look TV 
Guide Entertainment Network, launching today, will carry four 
channels. Each channel will cover a different theme: television, 
movies, music, and sports. In the core field of TV listings, users 
can get customized and local guides by entering a zip code. World 
Wide Web: http://www.tvguide.com 


The Party’s Only Just Begun 
This week the European principality of Monaco began a 
year of celebrations to mark the 700 years of the ruling Grimaldi 
family. An official Web site provides more information and takes 
the celebrations into cyberspace. World Wide Web: http:// 
Wwww.souvenirs.monaco.net 


New E-mail Service Begins 

The Internet MailBox Company has launched its new ser- 
vice that supplies users with a e-mail address from which they can 
route messages to almost any device. At its most basic level it can 
route to other e-mail boxes making it a useful way to maintain a 
single address while moving service providers. In addition it can 
reroute messages to fax machines, pagers or the postal system. Of 
course this isn’t free but it does offer many more features that 
free-of-charge systems. World Wide Web: http:// 
www.imailbox.com 


Help Finding Missing Kids Worldwide 


This is an excellent source for anyone interested in the 
subject of missing children. It links to missing children Web sites 
in Belgium, Bosnia, Brazil, Canada, South Africa and the United 
States. There are also a selection of links to pages and resources 
for parents and other who work with children. World Wide Web: 
http://www.radix.net/~mschelling/welcome.html 


Not Just Cows, The Internet Agriculture 
Guide “ee 
If you are interested in agriculture and not sure where to 
start, don’t go to a general search engine, try “Not Just Cows” 
first. The guide is probably the most comprehensive index of 
agricultural resources on the Internet. You can find mailing lists, 
gopher servers, libraries, FTP (File Transfer Protocol) sites and 


much more, in addition to the popular World Wide Web section. 
World Wide Web: http://www. morrisville.edu/~drewwe/njc/ 


Choosing Movies Made Easier 


A new Web site has just begun that promises to make the 
job of choosing a movie easier. Reel.com is devoted to the “art of 
choosing movies” and offers a series of free, original movie match- 
ing systems and technologies. You can also check recommenda- 
tions of new movies, both rental video and in the theaters, and . 
even purchase them. To celebrate the launch a 20 percent discount 
is being offered on all purchases. World Wide Web: http:// 
www.reel.com 
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Weare now in the second month 
of the new year, and the newer offi- 
cials (SMDs and others) are attempt- 
ing to get their adjustments made and 
get on track with the new assignments. 
We should all bear with them and as- 
sist in any possible way. 

One of the newer appointees is 
Larry Jones, AFA2SJ, who has become 
our new Net Manager. Larry has always 
done an outstanding job, and was one 
of the leaders in the formulation of our 
initial training program. Larry was also 
our first Region Training Manager that 
used the newly created training pro- 
gram. We are proud to again have him 
aboard. His official callsign will be 
AFF2N. Larry has already brought the 
NCS training manual up to date, and 
has instituted several new changes to 
keep the program operating smoothly. 

It is reported that MSGT Ken- 
neth Davis, AGA3D, at Scott AFB will 
be retiring in the near future. He has 
served the MARS program well, and 
will be missed, although we certainly 
wish him the best and hope he enjoys 
the retirement. Everett Worrell, AFF2F, 
Chief Fymon, has made the following 
assignments: FREQUENCY MONI- 
TORS: AFF2C/AFA2FB, Vic Carson, 
Atlanta,GA; AFF20/AFA2PN, Ron 
Pace, Acworth, GA; AFF2T/AFA2RC, 
Tom Taylor, Morganton, NC; AFA2ZZ, 
Billy Nielsen, Radcliff, KY; AFA2GR, 
Rick Sizer, Flecher, NC; AFA2 YH, Joe 
Meserve, Asheville, NC; AFA2WJ, 
John Cwiklinski, Satellite Beach, FL. 
BEACON STATIONS: AFF2SC, Ken 
Davis, Rock Hill, SC; AFF2WV, Alfred 
Heck, Morgantown, WV; AFA2BF, 
Henry Baggett, Ashland, AL; 
AFA2DB, Charles Sheffer, Griffin, GA; 
AFA2EE, Lewis Shall, Rockford, AL; 
AFA2FV, Ernest Wacher, Daytona 
Beach, FL; AFA2JH, Wendy Plum, 
Asheboro, NC; AFA2KS, Vic Culver, 
Virginia Beach, VA; AFA2PI, James 
Brown, Decatur, GA; AFA2WN, Clyde 
Mathe, Sr., Warner Robins, GA; 
AFA2XQ, Bruce Claggett, 
Elizabethtown, KY; AFA2YS, Bob 
Misenheimer, Durham, NC; AFB2TC, 
Rodney Roberts, Asheville, NC. 


John Cox, AFF2K, reports the 


following Region 2 active HF BBS sta- — 


tion authorizations as of 12/20/96: 
AFA2EV-1, Montgomery, AL (2P1) 
Packet 24 hr/7 days, Phil Salley; 
AFA2QG-1, Port St. Joe, FL (2P1) 
Packet 24 hr/7 days, Dick Lamberson; 
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Carl Houston, Jr., AFF2P 


AFA20Y-1, Jacksonville, FL (2P1) 
Packet 24 hr/7 days, Donald Scott; 
AFA2FK-1, Lakeland, FL (2P1) Packet 
24 hr/7 days, Bud Campbell; AFA2LF- 
1, Palm Bay, FL (2P1) Packet 24 hr/7 
days, Jerry Vanderzyl; AFA2FR-1, Ft 
Lauderdale, FL (2P1) Packet 24 hr/7 
days, Ken Scott; AFA2WM-1, Warner 
Robins, GA (2P1) Packet 24 hr/7 days, 
Clyde Mathe; AFA2SW-1, Lexington, 
KY, (2P1) 24hr/7 days, Bob Wilford; 
Also, AFA2PW, Bill, Louisville, KY and 
AFA2RC, Tom, in Morganton, NC are 
on the 2P1 net with full-time BBS ser- 
vice. Due to new packet operators 
coming into the system, John also ad- 
vises the following: Frequencies other 
that 2P1 should be considered primary 
for keyboard operations. Frequencies 
RDL and REL are available for packet 
operations, Frequencies RDH and REH 
are available for pactor operations. 
Please coordinate any BBS operation 
for those frequencies with AFF2K prior 
to beginning operations. There is con- 
sideration recently to authorize packet 
operation on voice nets, such as the 
other services do. This could be 
achieved well on a state net level, but 
regional net packet/voice operation 
must be well thought out before imple- 
menting. More on this later. 


The preliminary reports for 
MARS holiday traffic from Europe and 
Asia was, at this writing, shown to be 
steady, but although lower than previ- 
ous years, managed to show a continu- 
ing dependence on the system. This 
indicates that we still should train, in 
message handling and be prepared to 
assist any military or civilian emer- 
gency entity that may ever require our 
services for either domestic or foreign- 
bound traffic. Remember, the messages 
sent or received from overseas are 


handled jointly by other services: Army 


MARS gateway stations in Germany 
for traffic to and from Europe, the Arab 
Emirates and Mediterranean areas, and 
the Army MARS gateway station in 
Korea for traffic in Korea and nearby 
areas. Navy-Marine Corps MARS 
handled many messages recently from 
shipboard personnel. They also pub- 
lish a “Ships-Active” list periodically 
to advise which ships may have traffic 
directed to them. This list is available 
on the internet and other places. FED- 
ERAL RESPONSE PLAN (FRP). When 


the burdens and devastation of natu- 
ral disasters exceed state and local ca- 
pabilities, the Federal government 
implements its multi-agency disaster 
response system following the Federal 
Response Plan of which the MARS is 
listed as an emergency communica- 
tions asset. The Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA) supplies 
copies of a very informative Federal 
Response Plan (FRP) handout. This 
document provides an excellent over- 
view of how the FRP is activated and 
operated. It provides an outline of the 
twelve Emergency Support Functions 
(ESF) that comprise the FRP. This plan 
is being reviewed by the MARS staff 
and should be presented to the RMDs 
for utilization in the near future. We 
have proven that widespread MARS 
communications support is possible if 
FEMA ever needs or requests it. All- 
Air Force MARS SHARES stations are 
reminded to check into the SHARES 
NCSs on each Wednesday as directed 
in the recent SHARES letter and AF 
MARS broadcast. 


AIM HIGH! 


- FL Repeater Council 
on Web 


The Florida Repeater Council has a 
new world wide web page. It has been 
online since September and recently 
moved. The URL is http://homel.gte.net/ 
k41k/fre/index.htm. The page contains the 
most up-to-date list of repeaters in Florida 
- the same list that is sent to the ARRL 
each fall for submission to the ARRL Re- 
peater Directory that is released at Day- 
ton each May. Also available is a listing of 
FRC Staff and Directors, the FRC Coordi- 
nation Policy and the Coordination appli- 


cation 
Tampa Bay ATV 
Society on Web 


Checkout the Tampa Bay Amateur 
Television Society world wide web page 
at http://home1.gte.net/krlk/index.htm. 
TBATS is a small group that maintains a 
repeater system that covers Spring Hill to 
Englewood and east to almost Lakeland. 
NASA shuttle coverage, satellite-relayed 
bulletins and AMSAT nets are carried. 
There are multiple remote bases covering 
1.8 through 225 MHz, a weather receiver 
with severe alert detection and dual Internet 
repeater links. The ATV repeater has been 
down for a while but has returned with the 
Atlantis mission in January. 

- Thanks to Dana Rodakis, K4LK 
of St. Petersburg 
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| Deceptive Communication - 
A Battle Tactic 


-by Carl Houston, Jr. AFF2P 


Modern battle tactics usually focus on one prelimi- 
nary main objective: completely eliminate the enemy’s com- 
munications, or disable them as much as possible. This usu- 
ally renders him at your mercy...if he is unable to direct any 
orders to his field units over a great distance, you have the 
upper hand. Just as some of us suffer power losses at our 
homes for long periods, imagine how it would feel to be “in 
the dark” as to what is happening to you, your armies and 
air forces. With no way of knowing what to expect, you may 
as well “give up”. Remember that “to communicate is to 
command and control” (C3). However, during the American 
Civil War, the existing telegraph lines were not destroyed 
routinely. These lines, the basic means for message traffic, 
were to be preserved at all costs. Capturing and holding 
usable lines was important for both North and South, Bloody 
battles for these lines were waged constantly, and many 
lives were lost in order to have this precious commodity. 
When one side was in control of the lines, however, it did 
not mean that they could use them securely. Although codes 
and ciphers were used by both armies, there came into be- 
ing a group on both sides that practiced deception to lure 
the other side into traps and to get erroneous information to 
the enemy. Some of these people became very skilled at the 
deception; many were actually actors in civilian life, and 
could produce very damaging information to be given to 
the telegraphers to send. There is a story about a Private 
Carter who enlisted in the Union Army and became skilled 
in Morse code while sending enemy movement information 
from hovering observation balloons. Once, while assisting 
with a raid that seized a railroad station, he intercepted a 
message from the Confederates coming in on the wire. He 
took the message by somehow convincing the sender of his 
validity. He then sent a return message that his CO drafted, 


Telegrapher and fellow soldiers in message center tent 


setting up a trap in which the Union was handily victorious. 
Both sides used these tactics to great advantage. There are 
many stories of this kind that came out of that war, and the 
lesson learned was that a workable system of authentica- 
tion and encryption was needed, which eventually was in- 
stituted. Also, training in deception to gain the upper hand 
in battle was and still is studied, taught, and practiced. Dur- 
ing WW2, a lost pilot radioed one of his wingmen to give 
him the frequency to request directions to their base. After 
thinking a minute, and in order to encrypt the answer easily, 


_ the other pilot told the leader to tune his radio this way: add 


5.75 MHz to Jack Benny’s age. The pilot then tuned to 44.75 
and contacted his base! 
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Of interest to all readers who are 
Internet surfers or who wish to obtain 
more information about Army MARS 
comes this report from Paul St. George/ 
AAA9PM. 


“1996 should go down in Army 
MARS history as the year we (Army 
MARS) exploded on the Internet. We 
now have a grand total of seventeen 
Army MARS web sites scattered 
worldwide with more to come.” 

There are several more web sites 
or pages which are in the development 
stage or which are ready but are await- 
ing approval for opening to the 
Internet public. Most of these web 
sites are independently developed and 
maintained by volunteer Army MARS 
affiliate members. To further facilitate 
the value of these web sites/to indi- 
viduals wishing to learn about Army 
MARS and its capabilities, all of the 
web sites are linked. Ifan Internet user 
finds one site, he or she can use that 
link to find the others that are currently 
in the system. With that capability in 
mind, each web site is being encour- 
aged to manage separate and distinctly 
different Army MARS presentations. 
One example of this is the unique 
clickable image map developed by 
Alan Peschke/AAT6FV in Texas. This 
map shows which states have pub- 
lished Army MARS web sites and with 
one click of the mouse, the Internet 
visitor can go to any of those sites au- 
tomatically. Alan has agreed to con- 
tinue to manage this map presentation 
to include periodic updates provided 
by Mr. St. George. The adoption of the 
principle of separate and distinctly dif- 
ferent web sites will eliminate dupli- 
cated efforts. Additionally, viewer in- 
terest will not be dampened by having 
the same information and graphics on 
each site. By going through an ap- 
proval process, accuracy of informa- 
tion is greatly enhanced and the viewer 
can be certain that he or she is not be- 
ing misled. A master set of informa- 
tion is available at the official Army 
MARS web site maintained at Fort 
Huachuca. From there all the other 
sites are linked and further links from 
each site are available. 

In addition to the general infor- 
mation about Army MARS, expanded 
options implemented on several web 
sites allow service members and their 
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loved ones to inject text messages 
(MARSgrams) into the global Army 
MARS radio message system. - This 
availability also applies to retired ser- 
vice personnel and their families and 
to MARS members as well. The for- 
mats for MARSgrams should be avail- 
able at each site allowing this injection 
of the messages. The sender of sucha 
message should have the following 
information at hand: 

1. Sender’s full name 2. Sender’s 
full address (Telephone number if in 
the United States) 3. Recipient’s full 
name 4. Recipient’s full address (Tele- 
phone number if in the United States) 
5. Message text in 50 words or less 


MARSgrams addressed to Navy 
ships may not be deliverable because 
of the status of the ship at the given 
time. We encourage those senders to 
try again at another time when the ship 
in question may be cleared for delivery 
of the messages. 


Other pieces of information avail- 
able are point-of-contact listings of the 
Army MARS staff personnel and State 
MARS Directors. With this informa- 
tion in hand, individuals are able to 
contact knowledgeable people directly 
in order to gain first-hand information 
about Army MARS. 

Mr. St. George says, further: 

“Please feel free to visit these 
sites for there is a lot of hard work and 
talent being displayed for the sake of 
our program. You can find us on the 
Internet starting at the official Army 
MARS Homepage at URL: 

http://138.27.149.12/Mars/ 
mars.htm 


or from the Army Homepage at 


~ URL: 


http://www.army.mil/.” 

Mr. St. George also reminded us 
that webmasters like to hear from visi- 
tors to their web sites. Drop them an 
e-mail. They will appreciate it. Recog- 
nize the effort and skills that they have 
dedicated to your benefit. 


“What’s inaname?” That ques- 
tion has been asked in famous litera- 
ture and remains open. I raise this 
question because during a telephone 
conversation with a MARS member, it 
was indicated that some readers think 
that I use a pen name for my MARS 
columns. | don’t. What you see is 


’ 


Lorraine S. Matthew, AAA9PR 


what is on all my official documents. I 
can understand the confusion, how- 
ever, since the radio world and other 
circles know me as Lori. This name 
was adopted as a result of becoming a 
Ham and joining Army MARS. In very 
rapid succession, I was asked to send 
my name in code and to send it pho- 
netically. I looked at the length of my 
given name “Lorraine” and just felt that 
it would take too long to send all that 
via code. That’s the first time “Lori” 
was used. I had the same reaction on a 
voice net when I was asked to spell my 
name in phonetics. With the length and 
with the band conditions, I again opted 
to use “Lori”. That name has served 
me very well. My husband’s name is 
Robert with “Bob” being the normal _ 
short form. When he checked into his 
first Army MARS net, he was preceded 
by six “Bob”’s. That’s when “Matt” 
was born. Lori and Matt have served 
us both well. They are even short 
enough to serve as an e-mail address 
lorimatt@aol.com and short enough for 
naming computer files appropriately. I 
would not use a pen name on any non- 
fiction writing. If I ever get back into 
fiction, I will use one there. It’s already 
picked out. 


Army MARS has a great many 
exciting changes and challenges to 
meet during 1997. All Army MARS 
members will find great fulfillment in 
welcoming and working in unity to 
implement the changes. It is this will- 
ingness to keep up with the technolo- 
gies and the needs of our customers 
that will also keep Army MARS proud, 
professional and ready. 
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External V-Chip for Current TVs 


‘GREENWICH, CON- 

=) NECTICUT, U:S.A., 1996 
[| DEC 20 (NB) — By Bob 

7 Woods. One day after Hol- 


duced its new ratings sys- 
tem for television pro- 
grams, Soundview Tech- 
nologies said it is almost 
ready to bring to market an 
external V-chip device that 
would make any TV set cur- 
rently in use compatible 
with ratings-encoded broadcasts. Besides some final devel- 
opment matters, Soundview is only waiting on one more 
piece of the puzzle: a finalized ratings plan. 

Soundview’s “V Chip Converter” will screen out ob- 
jectionable programming for owners of TV sets that aren’t 
internally equipped with a V-chip, David H. Schmidt, 
Soundview vice president and director of technology, told 
Newsbytes. With a remote keypad, a parent can enter a per- 
sonal identification number (PIN) and choose a rating limit 
forthe TV. 

Ratings signals sent with a program are read by the 
converter, and shows that have a higher rating than the one 
set by parents are automatically blocked. 

The 6-inch by 9-inch box sits atop a TV set, and does 
not require a separate tuner to operate, he said. 

The Telecommunications Act of 1996 stipulates that 
the V-chip must be installed in TVs by February 1998, but 
more than 200 million existing televisions do not fall under 
the Act’s provision, Soundview said. 


Even though TV producers unveiled their finalized 
TV Parental Guidelines yesterday, the FCC still needs to 
give its okay on the ratings system (Newsbytes, Dec. 19, 
1996). The man who headed the TV ratings effort said TV 
execs will only use their own system, and they’ II go to court 
to fight for their guidelines, if necessary. 

A possible ratings fight doesn’t bother Schmidt or 
Soundview, though, because the Electronics Industry As- 
sociation (EIA) has already set aside fifteen digital charac- 
ters for the finalized ratings system — whatever it ends up 
being, Schmidt said. 

“All we have to do is ‘burn’ the ans codes into our 
boxes” —a process that’s akin to silk screening a T-shirt, 
Schmidt added. 

Soundview hasn’t determined final pricing on thied unit 
itself, because the company is still looking at ways to keep 
down costs. But Schmidt said the boxes might fall in the $50 
to $75 range. The converter might be sold at retail, Schmidt 
said, and either Soundview or a third-party will manufacture 
the box, he added. 

Nationwide availability of the converter is slated for 
the fall of 1997, Schmidt said. The V Chip Converter is be- 
lieved to be the first product of its type that will be out to 
market, Schmidt added. 

Soundview will unveil a prototype V Chip Converter 
at the 1997 Winter Consumer Electronics Show (CES) in Las 
Vegas January 9-12. 
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Prisoners Packaging Microsoft 


Products? 


SEATTLE, WASHINGTON, U.S.A., 1997 JAN 17 (NB) 
— By Wes Thomas. Many of Microsoft’s products are pack- 
aged and shrink-wrapped by prisoners at Washington State’s 
Twin Rivers Corrections Center (TRCC), according to Dan 
Pens, co-editor of Prison Legal News and a prisoner at TRCC. 


Pens tells Newsbytes that Exmark, a company special- 


_ izing in product packaging and located in Monroe, Wash- 


ington, and a subsidiary of Pac Services, utilized the ser- 
vices of 90 prisoners at TRCC who packaged 50,000 units of 
Windows 95 demo disks and direct-mail promotional pack- 
ets. 


Steve Curly, a supervisor at Exmark, “denied the com- 
pany had packed any Windows 95. But he said that Exmark’s 
TRCC operation had packed tens of thousands of units of 
Microsoft Office, and had wrapped and shipped as many as 
40,000 Microsoft mice in one week,” Pens added. 


Newsbytes repeatedly attempted to get comments on 
this report from top Exmark officers, including Steve Curley, 
and from Microsoft officers via the company’s public rela- 
tions managers, but no one from Exmark or Microsoft would 
return Newsbytes’ calls, despite several weeks of attempts 
to contact them. 

According to Pens, “Exmark pays its prison workers 
the minimum wage ($4.90/hr in Washington), but that figure 
is misleading. After deductions by the prison, prisoners can 
see a spendable wage of $1.80 to $2.80 per hour, but the law 
authorizes up to 80 percent of a prisoner’s wages to be de- 
ducted, meaning they could actually take home less than 
one dollar an hour. Exmark and other private industries op- 
erating in Washington’s prisons do not have to provide 
their prison workers with any benefits such as health insur- 
ance workers’ compensation, or retirement.” 

The report says that Exmark uses prison labor to pack- 
age for other companies besides Microsoft: JanSport, 
Starbucks, US West, and Costco. 

Prison Legal News can be reached at 2400 NW 80th 
Street, Suite 148, Seattle, WA 98117, (407) 547-9716, or http:/ 
/www.synapse.net/~arrakis/pIn/pIn.htm| 
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U-LIFT Roger Radio 
By JB Communication Electronics 
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¢ -Radio Repair and Restorations. 
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Bushnell, FL 33513 -Alignments and Modifications 
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Preserving the charm of Amateur Radio 


Kenwood Specialist Roger W. Warrick 
954-961-2363 KK4KM 
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Florida Hamfest Update - Jan, 1997 
Compiled by Bill Britton, KB4VOL 


LOCATION NOTES 


Miami Dade County Expo Center 
SW 112th Ave & Coral Way 
Talk-in on 146.760 or 146.925 
INFO: Evelyn, W4WYR 
Desoto County Fairgrounds 
US 17, 1/2 mi south of SR 70 
Talk-in on 147.075 
INFO: Doug, KN4YT (941) 494-5070 
Bayfront Municiple Auditorium 
Talk-in on 146.760 & 444.925 
INFO: Bill, WA4YRN = (904) 476-8537 
Central Florida Fairgrounds 
4300 W. Colonial Way 
Talk-in on 146.760 
INFO: Ken, KD4JQR (407) 961-2465 
VFW Hall in Spring Hill 
Talk-in on 146.715 
INFO: Lee, WA3YMV (352) 799-1638 
Tringali Community Center 
on SR 776 in E. Englewood 
Talk-in on 146.700 
INFO: George, KA4JKY (941) 697-3445 
Tamiami ARC Club Auction 
7 p.m. At Venice City Hall 
Talk-in on 145.13 
INFO: John, VE6AIV @ WA2LKI 
Ft. Walton Beach Okaloosa County Fairground 
1958 Lewis Turner Blvd. 
Talk-in on 146.790 
INFO: Bud (10-7 CST) (904) 243-2404 
FREE! At Martin County Fairgrounds 
A1A south of Stuart 
Talk-in on 147.060 
INFO: Dave, KE4AMW 


Arcadia 


Pensacola 


Orlando 


Brooksville 


Englewood 


Venice 


Stuart 


(561) 288-7100 


Court Declares Crypto Restrictions 


Unconstitutional 


WASHINGTON, DC, U.S.A., 1996 DEC 19 (NB) — By 
Bill Pietrucha. Cold War export restrictions on cryptography re- 
ceived a major blow this week when a federal judge ruled that the 
Arms Export Control Act is an unconstitutional prior restraint on 
free speech. The ruling, hailed by the computer industry and pri- 
vacy advocates, was a setback for the Clinton Administration’s 
efforts to build wiretap-ready” computers, set-top boxes, tele- 
phones, and consumer electronics. 

The case focused on Daniel J. Bernstein, a research assis- 
tant professor at the University of Illinois at Chicago, who devel- 
oped an encryption algorithm, or set of instructions. Bernstein 
planned to publish his encryption algorithm, called Snuffle, in 
academic journals and on the Internet. 

Snuffle scrambles, or encodes, telephone and computer 
messages that move across computer networks and the Internet. 
The messages can be read by using Unsnuffle, Bernstein’s 
decryption program. 

The federal government, however, told Bernstein he would 
have to register as an arms dealer and seek government permission 
before publication, as is required by the Arms Export Control Act 
and the International Traffic in Arms Regulations. 

Bernstein sued the government, claiming the government’s 
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(305) 642-4139 Apr 


Sebring 


22 National Guard Armory 
on U.S. 27, 6 mi N of Sebring 
Talk-in on 147.270/145.330 


INFO: Roy, KE4JCT (941) 382-460 
\ 


FREE! At Univ. of Miami 
Parking lot 102 on San Amaro 
Talk-in on 146.865 
INFO: Walt, W4DWN 
26/27 Gainesville 


(305) 895-0398 
Alachua County Fairgrounds 
SR 24 & SR 222 
Talk-in on 146.820 
INFO: Bill, K4RDP (904) 454-3105 
~. Egypt Temple ARA 
4050 Dania Shores Drive 
Talk-in on 146.940 
INFO: Jay, K9BSL 
Lake ARA (Eustis) 
East Lake C of C Bldg 
SR 437 (Plymouth-Sorrento Rd) 
Talk-in on 147.255: © 
INFO: John, W8HFK (852) 728-2615 
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HELP AVOID CONFLICTS - GET YOUR DATES IN 
EARLY! 
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Mail: Bill Britton-KB4VOL 8703 S.E. Jardin St. Hobe Sound, 
FL 33455 
E-Mail: kb4vol@juno.com 
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(813) 822-910 
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requirements violated his First Amendment right of free speech. 
Earlier this year, the government argued that since Bernstein’s 
ideas were expressed, in part, in computer language, or source 
code, they were not protected by the First Amendment. 

US District Court Judge Marilyn Hall Patel rejected the 
government’s argument on April 15 of this year, and held for the 
first time that computer source code is protected speech for pur- 
poses of the First Amendment. 


On Monday, Judge Patel ruled thatthe Arms Export Con- 


trol Act is an unconstitutional prior restraint on speech, because | 


it requires Bernstein to submit his ideas about cryptography to 
the government for review, to register as an arms dealer, and to 
apply for and obtain from the government a license to publish his 
ideas. . 
Using the Pentagon Papers case as precedent, Judge Patel 
ruled that the government’s “interest of national security alone 
does not justify a prior restraint.” Under the Constitution, she 
said, Bernstein now is free to publish his ideas without asking the 


_ government’s permission first. Judge Patel also held that the 


government’s required licensing procedure fails to provide ad 
equate procedural safeguards. 


The immediate effect of Judge Patel’s decision is that 
Bernstein now is free to teach his January 13th cryptography 
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usive ROHN Zig-Zag Bracing 
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437 S. Babcock Street 
Melbourne, FL 32901 


407-727-2311 
Ted: W4LR 
Authorized AEA Service Center 


class, and can post his class materials on the Internet, Mike 
Godwin, a lawyer for the Electronic Frontier Foundation, said. 


“I’m very pleased,” Bernstein said. “Now I won’t have to 


tell my students to burn their notebooks.” 


The long-range effects, however, still are cloudy, since J te 
Patel’s decision only legally applies to Prof. Bernstein. 

Other people and companies are still technically required 
to follow the export restrictions when speaking or publishing about 
cryptography, or when speaking or publishing cryptographic source 
code. 

The decision, however, sends a strong signal that if the 
. government tried to enforce these rules against other people, the 
courts are likely to strike them down again, Godwin said. 


Judge Patel has specifically not decided whether the export 
controls on object code, the executable form of computer pro- 
grams which source code is automatically translated into, are con- 
stitutional. Existing export controls will continue to apply to 
runnable software products, such as Netscape’s browser, until 
another court case challenges that part of the restrictions. 

In a November Executive Order, President Clinton offered 
limited administrative exemptions from these restrictions to com- 
panies which agree to undermine the privacy of their customers, 
Godwin said. “Federal District Judge Patel’s ruling knocks both 
. the carrot and the stick out of Clinton’s hand,” he said, “because 


Sahdara classified ad - 10 cents/word, $3.00 minimum 
charge. Commercial classified ad - 15 cents/word, $5.00 mini- 
mum. See submission details below. 


FOR SALE - The tubes you need, N.I.B. Send SASE for 
new list ‘T.’ PL-68 for Collins, Amphenol plugs, sockets, 
socket extenders, high-voltage ceramic capacitors, 


-Teletype® repair parts. Typetronics, Box 8873, Ft. Lauder- 


dale FL 33310-8873. (954) 583-1340. FAX (954) 583-0777. Fred 
Schmidt, N4TT. 


FOR SALE - 100' Tower, guyed 2' triangular, ten foot sec- 
tions, MIL Type AB-105C, Structural grade steel, ExHD 
Galvanizing. Dismantled, ready to go. Includes 1/4" guy 
wire, and screw anchors. All excellent condition. Full de- 
tails Phone/FAX. Jim Card, W9glr, Polk City, FL (941) 984- 
1317. 


WANTED - Johnson KW Match Box Antenna Tuner. Archie 
Shetler, WN3DHI. 2834 Wanda Dr., Titusville, FL 32796-1932. 
Ph: 407-267-8918. 


FREE! - QSTs dating from June, 1991. You want em - you got 
em. Herb L. Foster, AD4UA, 3020 Pennsylvania St., 
Melbourne, FL 32904-9063. Ph: 407-768-2010. 


the restrictions were unconstitutional in the first place.” 


Jim Bidzos, president of RSA-Data Security, one of the 
companies most affected by the government’s cryptography poli- 
cies, said, “this is a positive sign in the crypto wars, the first 
rational statement concerning crypto policy to come out of any 


‘part of the government.” “It’s nice to see that the executive branch 


does not get to decide whether we have the right of free speech,” 
PGP Inc. chairman Philip Zimmermann said. “It shows that my 
own common sense interpretation of the constitution was correct 
five years ago when | thought it was safe to publish my own 
software, PGP. If only US Customs had seen it that way.” 


Zimmermann was investigated by the government when he 
wrote and gave away a program for protecting the privacy of e- 
mail. His “Pretty Good Privacy” program is used by human rights 
activists worldwide to protect their workers and informants from 
torture and murder by their own countries’ secret police. 


Jerry Berman, executive director of the Center for Democ- 
racy and Technology, a Washington-based Internet advocacy group, 
hailed the victory, saying “the Bernstein ruling illustrates that the 
Administration continues to embrace an encryption policy that is 
not only unwise, but also unconstitutional.” 

The full text of the lawsuit and other paperwork filed in the 
case is available from EFF’s online archives at http://www.eff.org 
on the Internet. 
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Orlando HamCation - Continued from page 11 


point accuracy to achieve what is necessary to complete 
the communications link. Like many of our other forums, 
APRS is an exciting way to inject some energy in Amateur 
Radio. 

To help with the APRS workshops will be the origi- 
nal authors and experts. Bob Bruninga, WB4APR, will be 
traveling here from Glen Burnie, Maryland to present 
APRSdos. Keith Sproul, WU2Z, and Mark Sproul, KB2ICI, 
will be joining with us to present MacAPRS and WinAPRS. 
Steve Dimse, K4HG, has also promised to come and give us 
a talk on the Internet version, JavAPRS. There will be an 
APRS Demo Booth in the Commercial area, where attendees 
can meet with the experts and obtain instant registrations. 
Clustered in the same area will be the Peet Bros Co. booth 
displaying home Weather Stations, Joe Agrelo in person to 
answer questions about his DFjr (direction finder) and other 
new products, along with Dr. Will Clement, manufacturer of 
MIM Modules. 


This is only the beginning of a series of thirty (30) 
programs spread over two days. A famous NASA Female 
Astronaut will speak on Saturday. The DX program will be 
the Kermadecs DX Adventure. ZL8RU by Al Hernadez, 
WA3YVN, a dangerous Polynesian voyage to the South 
Pacific to aremote volcanic island. Emmett Henry, will give 
a down to earth type presentation on the Internet and the 
World Wide Web. Dust off that scanner in your closet. Bob 
Grove, publisher of Satellite Times and Monitoring Times 

‘ will be giving a talk on Short-wave Listening. If time per- 
mits, he will tell you Who is Where in the Spectrum. Dr. 
Leslie Kramer, WA3SGZ, “Professor,” of newly formed 
LMARS Ham Radio University will be leading a Home-brew 
Ham Radio VHF SWR Meter construction on Sunday and 
participants will get to take one home, FREE. There will be 
an Antenna Workshop forum demonstration of adding ele- 
ments to Quad and Yagi Antennas - How many is enough? 
This will demonstrate the point of diminishing return. 
Weather Fax Image Downloads over the radio using home- 
made Loop Yagi and Quadrifillar Antennas will be demon- 
strated by Jesse Johnson, KB4IVO. A Slide & Music Show 
about Thunder Storms in Florida (the same one as shown 
on PBS). Tied into this show will be, Grounding for Light- 
ning, How to Do it Right, presented by the wireman, Press 
Jones. At the Radio Evaluation Booth, a Tektronix Commu- 
nication Test Set, traceable to the National Bureau of Stan- 
dards, will scope your radio for output into a precision load, 
measure frequency, depth of modulation, receiver sensitiv- 
ity and signal to noise ratio in one minute. They will not 
tune it or fix it, but will tell you enough about your radio that 
you will know if it is still at original company specs. The 
Ladies Programs in the Social Hall will have an interesting 
set of programs all day Saturday. 


A Fox Hunt is planned for Saturday. The prize will be 
the DJ Jr direction finder. 


Article by Geoffrey Dick, WA4IKQ Program Chair- 
man, Orlando HamCation*™ Show 
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BITS, BAUDS, BYTES & BACKSLASHES 
-By Pike Abell, W4EPU 


The short and simple bit of information code, known 
as the “bit”, has been the culprit in frequent heated discus- 
sions among some of the most expert communicators. It is 
high time this little rascal is put in its place among the bauds, 
bytes, backslashes, bits-per-second, words, words-per- 
minute, dot-cycles, etc. Not unlike the electron, the smallest 
known useful unit of matter, the bit is the smallest known 
useful unit of information in binary information code. A well 
known manufacturer of data communications equipment calls 
a bit the smallest unit of binary data transmission, the two 
states of which shall be identified as “one” which shall be 
equivalent to “mark” and “zero” which shall be equivalent 
to. “space”. A further search for a definition of a bit was less 
fruitful, turning up meanings more of a general nature such 
as a very small piece, portion, quantity, or amount. As aby- 
product a variety of totally-unrelated specific meanings of 
bit were uncovered including “a boring tool which fits into 
the socket of a brace, by means of which it is rotated”, “the 
sharp edge of an ax blade”, “the part of a bridle which is 
inserted into a horse’s mouth”, and “ 12-1/2 cents as in two 
bits (a quarter dollar)”. Ironically, the latter compares to the 
data bit in that its monetary value approaches that of the 


smallest useful amount. In the early days of telecommunica- — 


tions, another word having the same general meaning as 
“bit” was “Baud”, named after the famous French engineer, 
J. M. Baudot (1 845-1903) who, in some circles, is given credit 
for devising the Baudot teleprinter code. In the original 
teleprinter code, one character or more generally one func- 
tion consisted of 7.42 Bauds. (One start Baud, five informa- 
tion Bauds, and one long [ 1. 42 unit] stop Baud). But then 
someone decided that “bits-per-second” became too cum- 
bersome and changed the meaning of Bauds to “bits-per- 
second”. Thus the meaning of Baud was changed from a 
“unit” to a “unit of speed”. One dictionary defines the Baud 
as “The unit of speed in telegraphy based on a time interval 
required to transmit a given signal, usually the dot or one bit 
per second.” By simply making Baud plural, Bauds then 
becomes the more realistic meaning of bits-per-second. Then, 
on an unrelated subject, someone came up with the bright 


idea of changing cycles-per-seconds to “Hertz”, named for ~ 


German physicist, Heinrich Rudolph Hertz (I 857-1894). Thus 
Hertz (Hz) was so designated. But again, Hertz had already 
been used for another meaning. It was the name given to an 
end-fed antenna coupled directly to a transmitter with no 
transmission line in between. (Baud and Hertz seemed to 
have been changed from their original meanings as if there 
were just not enough words or names to go around ... ) 

- Then there’s the “byte”. Byte is so taken for granted 
that a written definition has indeed been very hard to find. 
Actually a byte is simply eight bits, as in the ASCII (Ameri- 
can Standard Code for Information Interchange) code. In 
between the bit and byte we have the “nibble”, which is four 
bits. (In monetary terms that’s a half dollar). But that is not 


all... Going the other way, sixteen bits is a “word” in com- — 


puter jargon. Byte is used extensively as a measurement 
unit in expressing the capacity of computer storage and com- 
ponents. i.e. 16 megabytes RAM, one gigabyte hard drive, a 
3-1/2 inch disk with a storage capacity of 1.44 megabytes, 
etc. So there you have it. The only thing-in the title, above, 
not discussed is the Backslash. Actually, backslash has 


nothing to do with anything in this article. It is just thrown 


in because it had a nice ring to it... 
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